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Lecture XIII. 
Descent of the Pelvie Viscera. 

Wuewn the pelvis is large, and the vagina 
lax, and indeed from otlier causes particu- 
larly noted hereafter, the viscera in the 
pelvis are apt to descend, and the vagina, 
the bladder, the womb, or the other vis- 
cera, sometimes come forth. In different 
degrees, the descent of the parts within 
the pelvis may occur, and sometimes you 
find them lying in sight between the limbs, 
(as in the casts before you,) forming a large 
swelling there as big as the closed hand, 
or as eee as the head of a full-grown 
feetus ; in other cases, they descend merély 
to the perineum, on which they rest within, 
occasioning this part to swell, and form a 
rounded tumescence, when the patient 
urges ; and sometimes the descending parts 
lie considerably above, the mouth of the 
uterus sinking merely two or three inches 





whether this arises from mucous discharges, 
or from floodings, or from frequent child- 
birth, or from other causes, this dilatation 
contributes greatly to the descent of the 
viscera; for the smallness of the vagina is a 
principal security against these troublesome 
displacements; and, indeed, the naturalist 
might, 1 think, reasonably enumerate the 
small size of the human vagina, as compared 
with that of many other of the mammiferous 
females, among the indications that our 
race was designed for the erect posture, 
and has not usurped this position in the way 
that some speculators have contended, Add 
to these causes, an elongation of the broad 
ligaments, which may become stretched so 
far as to allow ofa more extensive movement 
of the womb, which they ought to retain in 
connexion with the sides of the pelvis. 
Add, moreover, a certain aptitude of the 
parts, acquired by frequently descending ; 
for if the woman have once laboured under 
procidentia of the bladder, womb, or vagina, 
the descent of the parts, often repeated, 
seems to form and adapt them to the change 
of position, so that for a length of time after- 
wards, if not throughout the remainder of 
life, there is always more or less tendency 
to yieldto the impulse. So that among the 
more immediate causes of this descent of 
the pelvic viscera, you may enumerate these 
three as of principal and proximate ope- 
ration ; the conformability of the parts, de- 
rived from a frequent descent, the elongation 
of the broad ligaments,-and the relaxation of 


below the level of the brim ; the viscera of | the vagina, especially when they are og | 
the pelvis, generally, or the uterus in par-|ia co-operation with an over-largeness o 
ticular, pushing towards the outlet of the | the pelvis, 


pelvis, without, however, getting a bearing 
on the external parts. 

It is to a variety of causes, operating 
more or less in combination, that these de- 
stents may be attributed. Where a pelvis 
is of small size, itis by no means impossible 
that the viscera may come down ; but they 
are much more liable to this displacement, 
if the pelvis be of extraordinary capacity, as 
in some of those very bulky specimens which 
lie upon the table before you. When 
the vagina is closed in the natural degree, 
there is little risk of these descents; but 
if there be much of vaginal relaxation, 
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if the womb becomes heavier, this, no 
donbt, tends to bring on a prolapsus ; and 
we find, accordingly, when the womb is en- 
en from the puerperal state, (being large 
and heavy as the head of a full-grown fwtus,) 
or when it is enlarged from scirrhus, poly- 
pus, or other causes, descents are apt to 
occur ; and these are more especially incident 
to women immediately after delivery, when 
the largeness of the vagina, and the in- 
creased weight of the uterus, are found to 
concur ; and you will find, accordingly, that 
most women who have had a numerous and 
patriarchal family, if they rise early, within 
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tumour was found to 
anterior and upper 


its being firm and solid when pressed upon, 

a spicula of bone, to the extent of an 
inch, growing from the head of the fibula, 
and penetrating its substance, Mr. Law- 
rence was induced to look upon it as an in- 
stance of osteo- sarcoma, and therefore the more 
favourable as to the future state of the pa- 
tient, 

In the course of the operation, Mr. Law- 
rence had to request one of the dressers, 
who hed rudely taken his stand close to the 
patient with his hat on, to take it off. This 
reprimand gave general satisfaction. 
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TO THE READERS OF THE LANCET. 


Many complaints having reached us rela- 
tive to the irregular delivery of this work, 
we can only say, that if orders be transmit- 
ted to our office they shall be immediately 
placed in the hands of Newsmen for whose 
dispatch and punctuality we pledge our- 
selves. Tae Lancer may be in the pos- 
session of every Practitioner, within the 
Two-penny Post District, by x1¢u7T o’cLock 
on SaruRDAY MORNING. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The papers have been received from Man- 
chester. 

The writing, of the reply to Mr. Shute, 
is not legible. 

««R.” must wait a little ; the whole affair 
shall be exposed in due time. 

We have returned the papers received 
from Clapham Rise, to “ Mr. A.’ 

The report mentioned by ‘* Amicus,” is 

a groundless calumny. There is no action 
pending against Tue Lancer, nor against 
any person connected with it. 

f.- a of 'S. V. M.” cannot be in- 

e must allow us to gratify our 
on en th and also to conduct our own publi- 
cation in our own way. 

Mr. Churebill, of Park-street, Grosvenor 
square, has been elected surgeon to the 
Royal lofirmary for the Diseases of 
Children 
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Lecrore XIII. 
Descent of the Pelvic Viseera. 

Wuew the pelvis is large, and the vagina 
lax, and indeed from otlier causes particu- 
larly noted hereafter, the viscera in the 
pelvis are apt to descend, and the vagina, 
the bladder, the womb, or tlie other vis- 
cera, sometimes come forth. In different 
degrees, the descent of the parts within 
the pelvis may occur, and sometimes you 
find them lying in sight between the limbs, 
(as in the casts before you,) forming a large 
swelling there as big as the closed hand, 
or as hen as the head of a full-grown 
fetus ; in other cases, they descend mereély 
to the perineum, on which they rest within, 
occasioning this part to swell, and form a 
rounded t nce, when the patient 
utges ; and sometimes the descending parts 
lie considerably above, the mouth of the 





uterus sinking merely two or three inches | 


below the level of the brim ; the viscera of 
the pelvis, generally, or the uterus in par- 
ticular, pushing towards the outlet of the 
pelvis, without, however, getting a bearing 
on the external parts. 

Tt is to a variety of causes, operating 
more or less in combination, that these de- 
scents may be attributed. Where a pelvis 
is of small size, itis by no means impossible 
that the viscera may come down ; but they 
are much more liable to this displacement, 
if the pelvis be of extraordinary capacity, as 
in some of those very bulky specimens which 
lie upon the table before you. When 
the vagina is closed in the natural degree, 
there is little risk of these descents; but 
if there be much of vaginal relaxation, 
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whether this arises from mu arges, 
or from floodings, or from frequent child- 
birth, or from other causes, this dilatation 
contributes greatly to the descent of the 
viscera; for the smallness of the vagina is a 
principal security against these troublesome 
displacements ; and, indeed, the naturalist 
might, 1 think, reasonably enumerate the 
small size of the human vagina, as compared 
with that of many other of the mammiferous 
females, among the indications that our 
race was designed for the erect posture, 
and has not usurped this position in the way 
that some speculators have contended, Add 
to these causes, an elongation of the broad 
ligaments, which may become stretched so 
far as to allow ofa more extensive movement 
of the womb, which they ought to retain in 
connexion with the sides of the pelvis. 
Add, moreover, a certain aptitude of the 
parts, acquired by frequently descending ; 
for if the woman have once laboured under 
procidentia of the bladder, womb, or vagina, 
the descent of the parts, often repeated, 
seems to form and adapt them to the change 
of position, so that for a length of time after- 
wards, if not throughout the remainder of 
life, there is always more or less tendency 
to yieldto the impulse. So that among the 
more immediate causes of this descent of 
the pelvic viscera, you may enumerate these 
three as of principal and proximate ope- 
ration ; the conformability of the parts, i - 
rived from a frequent descent, the elongation 
of the broad ligaments,-and the relaxation of 
the vagina, especially when they are oy | 
in co-operation with an over-largeness o 
the pelvis, 

if the womb becomes heavier, this, no 
doubt, tends to bring on a prolapsus ; and 
we find, accordingly, when the womb is en- 
larged from the puerperal state, (being large 
and heavy as the head of a full-grown fetus,) 
or when it is enlarged from scirrhus, poly- 
pus, or other causes, descents are apt to 
occur ; and these are more especially incident 
to women immediately after delivery, when 
the largeness of the vagina, and the in- 
creased weight of the uterus, are found to 
concur; and you will find, accordingly, that 
most women who have had a numerous and 
patriarchal family, if they rise early, within 
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the fourth, or fifth, or sixth day, complain, | bulky as a pullet’s egg, for example ; in 
more or less, of symptoms indicating a pro-| the earlier stage, the tumour is very small, 
lapsus of the uterus, ~ perhaps as large as the ball of the apex of 

When the pelvis is large, and the softer | the fore finger, forming, at the back or front 
parts are greatly relaxed, independently of | of the vagina, or laterally, or in all the three 
any very strong action of the abdominal mus- | positions at once, protrusions by no means 
cles, procidentia ‘uteri may be produced ;| uncommon; and which, unless they exceed 
but a principal cause of these descents, act- | in size, may be looked upon as natural to the 
ing in co-operation with those already enu-| part. But these tumours may show a dispo- 
merated, is the strong action of these mus- | sition to increase, and then they begin to 
cular parietes, to which many women, from | attract attention, and, as the patient con- 
various causes, are subjected ; vomitingsre-|ceives that some intumescence is forming, 
peated, end much coughing after delivery, | she is very often afraid that it should be the 
with urgings produced by the diseases of } commencement of some other more formid- 
the rec.am or of the bladder, all have a/able disease, of cancer particularly, on 
tendency to bring on the descent of the | which account it is important you should be 
womb; so where women, as in the lower! able to know it. When, from the descrip- 
circles of life, are accustomed to carry great | tion given, it is suspected that some graver 
weights on the head, or are employed in| disease is forming, you ought to make an 
washing, wriuging, basket or tub-lifting, | examination ; and where this is carefully in- 
or the like, prolapsus is a disease to which stituted, the nature of the affection may be 
they become very obnoxious. | sufficiently ascertained; yet | may remark 

Now, on the principles here laid down, | that, when the vagina comes down but a 
you may explain the operation of various re- | little way, forming e tumour not larger than 
moter cuu-es in producing this affection.| the first joint of one or two fingers, you are 
After floodings and miscarriages women may liable to overlook it im making your investi- 
be very liable to the disease, because these| gation. A woman says there is a swelling, 
miscarriages and floodings have a tendency , which she conceives to -be polypus, or pro- 
to relax, aud lay open the parts. In like|lapsus, or seirrhus; at all events she is 
manner, early msing after delivery, coughs, | satisfied that there is tumour, and you 
vomitings, and urgiugs during the puerperal | examine, and say she has none ; still your 
state more especially—a li/e of lubuur, like | patient is dissatisfied, and you examine 
that of the black population in the West) again, but find none; the reason of which is, 


Indies—pregnancy of the earlier months,| that if the examination be made somewhat 
particularly in those women who have borne | suddenly and carelessly, and particularly 
many children, the relaxation of weak | where the woman has had a large family, 
health, may all operate, more or less re-| the protruding part may be pressed back 
motely, in producing this disease—more | unperceived, us it yields readily under the 


entrance of the index, and in that way the 
twenty, but from which children themselves | deception may arise. If you are, there- 
are not altogether exempt. But to pro-/ fore, incompetent to the nice investigation 
. ; _ | Of these points, and are not ov your guard 
In a view to our further observations | against this particular fallacy, the existence 
upon this obstinate and distressing afec- | of this protrusion is liable to be overlooked; 
tion,the descent of the pelvic viscera, may ‘but if the investigation be conducted with 
be divided iato different kinds,—those in| all due care and caution, the nature of the 
which you have a descent of the bladder, | affection may be easily ascertained, 
those in which you have a descent of the| If the vagina come down in a greater de- 
womb and viscera generally, and those cases gree, so as to give rise to aa obvious swell- 
in which the vagina descends; not to men- ing as large as a pullet’s egg, I believe the 
tion here some other varieties of prolapsus, only, or the most effectual mode of giving 
tou interest. ey ¥' | sanet, is a) meee rf eg me pessary 5 
ou sometimes meet with a great deal | this form being by Nature destined for such 
of relaxation of the vagina, and elongation, | canals—sequere naturam. In the lower ranks 
80 a this part may or oe es 4 of life, au “gs Hteslt, bene ee tps pro- 
in front, or posteriorly , the rectum or - perly supported, may introduced, or you 
der respectively issuing with it, more or | may recommend one of those balloon pes- 
less. Small at firat, the descent at length saries, invented, l believe, by a very inge- 
becomes considerable, and then there = nious practitioner, Mr, Pointer of Camden- 
trades a sort of fleshy mass, aod which, | town, and sold by Thompson of Little Wiud- 
till examination is duly made, you may sup-/| mill Street ; iustruments which seem to be 
pose to be polypus, or the result of a de-| very well adapted for the purpose. If the 
scent of the womb or the bladder. It is only|parts descend in a slight eee only, 
where the disease has been of some conti-| you may then endeavour to cure the dis- 
nuanee, that it forms tumours of larger size,|ease by means of astringents: solutions 


common after the age of twenty, or five-ande | 
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of alum, sulphate of zinc, preparations of 
copper, and of galls, according to the ef- 
fect produced, to be used as injections 
and washes of various strength, but I fear 
that much is not be expected from them. 
If there is much inflammation, leeches, 
fomentations, and poultices, will afford 
relief, and I would fain persuade myself, that 
in some cases of delivery, if the woman 
is confined to the horizontal posture strict- 
ly, say for five or six weeks after partu- 
rition, a radical cure of this disease might 
be obtained, for under this condition of the 
genitals, the vagina is very prone to con- 
tract itself. In making this observation, hiow- 
ever, | may remark, that I have one patient 
who has laboured under the severer form of 


this disease for a considerable time, and who 


has been delivered two or three times, 
without obtaining effectual relief; it is true 
that she has never submitted completely to 
the discipline of the long-continued horizon- 
tal; but I could not perceive, in her case, 
that the state of the vagina after child-birth 
produced any obvious tendency to constric- 
tion of the part. In diseases of the vagina, 


bandages and compresses may be of service. | 


The next disease to which I request your 
attention, is the descent of the urinary blad- 


547 


which, by its feel, its form, its situation, 
and, above all, by its mouth, is known to be 
the uterus ; and the cdutious introduction of 
a smal! sound into the uterus, renders the 
diagnosis still more complete. If the dis- 
ease is carefully investigated, and you ascer- 
tain the various characteristics here enume- 
|rated, you may distinguish it with facility 
|from all other affections; but if you make 
| your inquiries in a very careless manner, you 
jare liable to confound the descent of the 
|urinary bladder with the descent of the 
‘uterus, with inversion, with polypus, or 
with that descent of the vagina which I 
was before describing to you. But I don’t 
pretend to teach diagnosis to those who 
yawn over disease. 

When the bladder descends a great way, 
so as to form a tumour between the thighs, 
the only effectual mode of relieving the dis- 
ease is by introducing something into the 
| vagina; an egg-shaped pessary, or even 
one of the round pessaries, adapted to 
the capacity of the dilated parts, ascertained 
by a trial of instruments of different diame- 
ters. If the bladder have not pushed down, 
so as to make its appearance externally, a 
pessary may not be necessary; and in 
married women especially, it is desirable 


der, which may occur in different degiees. that this instrument should not be used. 
In some extremer cases, the bladder lies; When the descent is beginning in this man- 
forth between the limbs of the patient, form- | ner, it should be our principal indication to 


ing a tumour there, larger when the bladder | keep the bladder empty, and to tell the pa- 


is full, smaller when it is empty, and gene- | tient to abstain from all urging, a rule to be 
rally about the size of an orange, admitting lobserved with the utmost strictness, as the 
the iatroduction of the catheter into its ca-| infraction of it must increase the descent, 
vity. Now by these characters, the higher| Lotions of alum, of sulphate of zine, 
degree of this disease may be readily dis-| of sulphate of copper, of gails, and so on, 
criminated ; the tumour varying in bulk ac- | are recommended, of various strength, accord. 
cording to the quantity of the secretion, and | ing to the effect produced ; and if a patient 
admitting the catheter into its centre. A | becomes pregnant, 1 should recommend, as 
cast representing this tumour under its usual | before, that she should be confined to the 
aspect is here on the table before you. It| horizontal position for a few weeks after 


sometimes happens, that the descent of the 
bladder is in the slighter degree only, and 
then no tumour lies out under the eye, but 
there is merely a tumour in the back part of 


| delivery, in order to allow of the vagina con- 
{ 


tracting itself, and giving the bladder a more 
effectual support. 

As women are liable to the descent of the 
vagina and of the badder, so also they are still 


the symphysis pubis. When the bladder is 
full, this swelling is very large, blocking | more frequently liable to a disease of which 
the vagina up; and when it has been emp- | you have often heard, no doubt, I mean the 
tied by the introduction of the catheter, it| prolapsus of the uterus, and sometimes itlies 
becomes much smaller; and if you pass up out under view, as in the casts, and some- 
the instrument, you may distinguish it within | times it comes down nearly to the outlet of 
the cavity of the swelling (an excellent cha the pelvis, and occasionally it prolapses one 
racter of the disease,) and under voluntary | or two inches only, lying bat little below its 
urging, the swelling is found to increase | ordinary level, yet not unfrequently occa- 
considerably in its size ; and by these marks | sioning the most troublesome inconvenience, 
the disease may be easily known. Some-j|and hence the disease has been divided into 
times, tuo, instead of a mere descent of| three varieties: relaxation, prolapsus, and 
the bladder, inverted by the vagina, you | procidentia — when the womb protrudes, 
have a descent of the uterus also; so/| the disease is called procidentia; when it 
that if you examine the bladder in front,| remains at the outlet, prolapsus; when it 
and introduce the catheter, and if you then| scarcely subsides below the level of the 
push your examination further, t a may dis- | brim, it then constitutes what is denominated 
tinguish palpably a very hard substance,|arelaxation, I have seen several cases in 
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which the vagina has been forming a large 
cyst, which lay -forth between the limbs ; 
this cyst containing not the womb merely, 
but in part the bladder, the small intestines, 
the ovaries, and perhaps the rectum, for 
where you have procidentia, it very rarely 
happens that the womb only descends, 
generally the other viscera come with it, 
in larger or smaller mass. A case of 
this kind, if you are incompetent, you may 
mistake for polypus inversio uteri; not to 
mention a large descent of the bladder only ; 
but when you examine the tumour with 
care, you will frequently discover on its 
surface the ruge of the vagina more or less 
conspicuous ; you will find, also, that you 
can introduce a catheter into the tumour, 


provided the bladder be come down ; and| 


perhaps, on passing a finger into the rec- 
tum, it may descend into the back of the 


to have a well-adjusted aupraaaty bandage, 
for the purpose of supporting and prevent- 
ing enlargement of the swelling, because 
if it is left for years without a suspensory 
support, it may become increasingly larger, 
till at length the patient can hardly sustain 
the inconvenience. There is a good deal of 
excoriation not unfrequently observed, and 
which, I apprehend, arises from the irrita- 
tion of the urine. Much aqueous drink, by 
diluting the urine, might probably materiall 
palliate this inconvenience ; but a more ef- 
fectual relief is derived from the use of the 
‘catheter, or by passing the fluid while seated 
|in a warm bath. The patient may learn to 
| pass the catheter for herself. 

The principal impediment to the replace- 
ment of the uterus in these cases arises 
from the inflammation which may be occa- 
sioned by reduction, when they have been 





by and, above all, at the lower part of it | lying forth for months, or years, and where, 
e os uteri may be found. Sometimes the/as in cases of large and inveterate hernia, 
os uteri is so conspicuous, that you can see | the parts above have got into a state to 
it at first glance ; but you ought to be aware | resist them. Sometimes, too, as Dr. Clarke 
that at other times it appears under the form! has, I think, acutely observed, when in- 
of a very minute aperture, the usual tuber- flammations have been going on in the 
cle being wanting. If you are doubtful | different parts, adhesions, internally, have 
whether this is or not the aperture leading taken place, so as to form bands, and entan- 
into the cavity of the uterus, (suspecting it| gle portions of intestines, so as to obstruct 
may be nothing more than a mucous follicle,)| and give rise to the symptoms of incarce- 
take a blunt-ended probe, and, with gentle- | rated hernia. In general, however, when 
ness, slide it along the reputed opening so | you have procidentia of the uterus, you may 
as to ascertain the fact. Now if you have| réplace the parts easily enough. You place 
all these characters, or a great part of them | the woman im the recumbent position ; you 
combined, you need be at no loss to ascer-| administer the catheter; and you get a 
tain the nature of the disease : a large tumour | general bearing on the tumour, and press it 
formed between the limbs, consisting of | backward and upward, as if you were urg- 
the various parts mentioned, more or less | ing it upon the promontory of the sacrum, 
rugous on its surface, admitting the catheter | for if you press it directly upwards, you 
if the bladder have descended, admitting the | will bring it to bear on the symphysis pubis, 
finger somewhat when it is introduced into} as this demonstration shows. ‘Ihen, after 
the rectum, and containing the uterus, which | the parts have been replaced in this man- 
may be felt often very distinctly at the|ner, a pessary is introduced, in order to 
lowest part of the tumour, the os uteri being | prevent a second descent, and, perhaps, the 
more or less conspicuously observable in the | most convenient form of the pessary, in 
most dependent part, containing an orifice | these cases, is the globular, or oviform ; it 
which leads into the cavity of the womb. gives to the descending parts a very con- 

In procidentia of the uteri, it is remark-| siderable bearing, by means of its broad 
able that the health of the patient often) surface. But you find, sometimes, after 
suffers very little ; indeed it has been ob-| you have replaced the uterus, that a great 
served, with truth, that the general health | deal of pain and fever are produced, so that 
is often much worse in those cases in which you begin to be alarmed lest abdominal in- 
there is a mere relaxation, than in those flammation should ensue. Now, if these 
cases of procidentia which we have just| symptoms be considerable, you bad better 
been considering, in which the vagina and | take away the pessary, and let the parts 
uterus lie forth under view. | come down again. Bleeding from the arm, 


When procidentia uteri is clearly ascer- | leeches to the abdomen, fomentations, poul- 
tained, it ought to be your first object to} tices, relaxation of the bowels, in a word, 
replace the parts, if this be safe and possi- | all the ordinary remedies of the milder in- 
ble, but this cannot always be accomplished. | flammations, appear to be indicated here. 
Now, if this practice be inadmissible, you | If symptoms are slighter, and the pulse do 


had better have some defence, or shield, in | not rise above 100, or 105, in the minute, 
order to cover the tumour, and to prevent it| I should then feel inclined to suffer the pes- 
from suffering injury from a blow, fall, or|sary to remain, taking care to empty the 
other violence. Moreover, the woman ought bladder, and keep it empty, so that more 
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room might be left for the uterus. As be-| 
fore, you foment the abdomen, apply leeches, 
and, perhaps, take away a little blood from 
the arm. if the symptoms arising from the 
ssary have been so violent that it should 
be deemed necessary to take away the pes- 
sary, and suffer the parts to come down 
again, I should not therefore totally aban- 
don my attempts; but in a few weeks after- 
wards, perhaps, I should resort to the 
ssary again, leave it in for two or three 
oe or till the same symptoms bege to 
» then again removing, and introduc- 
=a after they had subsided; and 
thus applying the pessary longer and longer 
every time, | should hope to habituate the 
to receive the viscera, so as in that 
manner to effect a permanent replacement. 
In most cases where the difficulty arises from 
want of room, the parts have been descend- 
ed for years, and where the parts are lying 
out in this way, under sight, they are 
sometimes, affected with a great deal of in- 
flammation throughout, with fever, and with 
deep-seated pain. It is asserted, that 
sloughs have taken place, and that women 
have recovered after losing the uterus ; nor 
have 1 much difficulty in believing this, 
though such cases are in @ manner unique. 
Were | to meet with an inflammation of 
this kind, I should treat it the same as an 
inflammation of any other viscera : bleeding 
largely from the prmiegiving digitalis, foment- 
ing the parts, and, perhaps, applying leeches, 
which you might very conveniently do, the 
womb lying beyond the external organs ; to- 
pical cold might be of service, By all these, 
and the ordinary antiphlogistic means, in- 
flammation might be got under ; and then if 
I found the womb could be replaced, so as 
not tu give a great deal of pain, as if adhe- 


CHILDREN. 


LECTURES 
ON 


MUSCULAR ACTION, AND ON THE CURE 
OF DEFORMITIES. 


By Mra. SHELDRAKE, 


On the most effectual Method of Instructing 
Young Persons in those Exercises that will 
improve their Personal Appearance, and ren- 
der their Forms more perfect. 


Aut the different modes of walking, or 
moving about, have been produced by those 
habits which have been fixed by the pur- 
suits in which the parties who use them 
have been engaged. If an individual is en- 
gaged in the same pursuits during the 
whole of his life, the uniform continuance 
of the same habits will impress upon his 
person an indelible form. If, at some pe- 
riod of his life, he changes the objects of 
his pursuit, the change of his habits will 
produce a corresponding change in his per- 
son, greater or less, according as the occu- 
pation that he adopts differs from that 
which he has quitted ; but as the object we 
have in view is to enable persons, in the 
superior ranks of society, to acquire what- 
ever perfection of form and action can be 
attained, it is surely better to begin in the 
right way at the very earliest period of life, 
than it would be to leave every thing to 
chance in the outset, and have, afterwards, 
to employ much valuable time in correcting 
the errors to which carelessness and igno- 
rance had given both origin and stability. 
The real object of this instruction is to 








sions were torn through by the operation, 
1 should endeavour to replace the parts. 

You will often, in these bases, as observ- 
ed before, meet with excoriations of the} 
tumour, perhaps in three or four places, to| 
be attributed to the urine irritation. By| 
keeping the urine from the surface, as be- | 
fore recommended, and general means, and | 
by applying some stimulant and astringent 
remedies, such as are used in cutaneous 
diseases, cures may, | believe, in general, 
be easily obtained, 


give, at the earliest period that they can be 
communicated, strength to the ligaments of 
the joints, upon which their power greatly 
depends, and activity to the muscles, by 
which they are rendered more obedient to 
the will, The whole process that will be 
necessary, during what may be called this 
first stage of instruction, will be, first, to 
obtain the full power of directing the feet 
alternately, and then to practise walking 
carefully and steadily upon the line, for as 
much time as can be conveniently devoted 
to it every day ; in doing this, it should be 
strictly required that the child should keep 
her eyes upon her feet, to see that she 
places her foot exactly against the line at 
every step; this will give a firmness to her 
movements which will afterwards be of the 
greatest consequence. 

This course should be carefully followed 
till the child is five or six years old, and 
may be continued afterwards as opportuni- 
ties may offer. As regularity of proceeding, 





| and certainty of effect, are always to be de- 
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sired, it will be well, in the first instance, 
to get the complete management of the feet, 
each by itself, in the manner that bas been 
described ; then to proceed to walking care- 
fully and slowly upon the line, in the mun- 
ner that has been described. ‘To bring 
every thing to a certainty, some limited 
time should be employed ; seppose a quar- 
ter of an hour at each practice, in the be- 
ginning ; this should be increased by a few 
minutes at a time, till as much time is 
given to it as may be convenient, and that 
time, when once it is adopted, should be 
invariably observed and allotted to daily 
practice. 

Children who are treated in this manner, 
for the first six or seven years of their lives, 
will not become distorted in their persons 
while that treatment is going on, and it is 
not probable that they should become so 
afterwards, because the course of exercises 
in which they have been engaged will! have 
given them habits that will effectually pre- 
serve them from sich detects; if, at this 
early age, they pass into the hands of the 
dancing-master, they will learn more from 
him than others of the same ave, who have 
not been so treated, and the teacher will 
have less trouble in giving them instructions 
in his art than he would have, if they had 
not passed through the course of instruc- 
tions that have been described. 

Female children, after the age of six or 
seven years, pass into a state that renders 
them very liable to become distorted in their 
persons, more from the anxiety of their 
natural connexions, who wish to give them 
every accomplishment, and even add to them 
every perfection which can be seen in the 
most perfect beauty. They are unwilling 
to believe, that what they wish to have 
cannot be obtained, and this peculiarity ren- 
ders them especially liable to be imposed 
upon by the dishonest practices of ignorant 
people. Perhaps no one has had more op- 
portunities than 1 have had of knowing 
what those practices are, what have been, 
and therefore what will be, the effects that, 
in the nature of things, they must produce. 

For these reasons, | strongly recommend 
to all who are interested in the education 
of young ladies, never to use any of those 
trumpery articles that are sold under the 
denomination of busks, braces, monitor spi- 
nal stays, and many other titles which I 
cannot enumerate ; they are all mischievous, 
and many of them are known to be so by 
the very persons who sell them, No matter ; 
they get money from tke sale of them, and 
the moment they receive payment for the 
trash which they sell, they lough, in secret, 
at the credulity of those who are the pur- 
chasers. 

1 likewise advise, that all articles, of 
that are added to the 
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female dress should be avoided; I do not 
mean the dresses themselves, for all female 
dresses I now believe to be harmless, or at 
least that they do no lasting injury to the 

rsons of those who wear them. The time 
vas been, indeed, that an article of female 
dress, when it was once introduced, was 
worn by all; grandmothers, mothers, and 
daughters, all wore the same dress; there 
might be differences in the materials, but 
the fashion was the same in all, and a fa- 
|shion, when once introduced, lasted in 
vogue for halfa century; so that when any 
dress was introduced that had mischievous 
properties, the injury that it did was very 
great, because every one wore it, and wore 
| it for aseries of years. This state of things 
| exists no longer, for the successions of fa- 
|shions in female dress are so rapid, that 
, if any thing is produced that would be in- 
|jurious if it was used for a long time, it 
' passes into oblivion so quickly, that it can 
| — produced no effect whatever upon the 
wearer. 

The subject that | remonstrate against is, 
the use of such contrivances as the dress- 
|makers sometimes add to the dresses they 
| make, under the pretence of improving the 
' shapes of their employers, or, perhaps, the 
more legitimate endeavour to conceal a 
striking defect in the figure of some unfor- 
tunate customer. 

The last is, perhaps, the case in which 
such attempts are the least unjustifiable 
yet every attempt of this kind, although, 
perhaps, at first it appears to be attended 
with some success, in general terminates 
but badly. The padding that is put in the 
hollow of such a person’s back, to make the 
two sides equal, depresses that hollow more 
and more ; additional padding is put on, 
the hollow still increases, till, in the end, 
the sufferer sinks under her complicated 
misfortune. 

The best course that can be pursued to 
secure to young ladies of the superior ranks 
of society all the advantages that can be 
given to preserve their natural forms, and 
give them every improvement of which 
they are susceptible, is to devise such a 
system of exercises as shall include all the 
movements they will have occasion to make 
in those scenes in which they will be en- 
gaged in the course of their future lives, 
and enable them to practise those exercises 
till they are become quite familiar to them, 
Such a system I have brought to a state 
that nearly approaches to perfection, The 
practice of dancing, as it is taught by the 
best masters, will contribute to the same 
effect. ‘lhe practice of what have, foolishly, 
been called gymnastic exercises, should, on 
every account, be avoided, for reasons that 
have already been mentioned. 

I will now endeavour to describe sume of 
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the exercises that I employ to teach young 
persons the use of their limbs to the great- 
est advantage. Ifa child has arrived at the 
age of seven years or more, and has not 
practised those exercises which have been 
recommended to be practised in early life, 
the time is now come when she must learn 
to practise them; the acquisition will re- 
quire great exertion on her own part, as 
well as on that of the professional man by 
whom she must now be instructed, If she 
has been left to the ordinary course of fe- 
male education, she has been allowed, per- 
haps compelled, to stand or sit still in one 
posture for hours together, with her head 
stiffly erect, her arms straight or stiff at her 
sides, or her book, or other matter,on which 
she may be employed, held stiffly before 
her face, with other restraints, which are 
founded upon similar, but erroneous prin- 
ciples. All these improper practices now 
begin to produce irregularities in her figure ; | 
achild, at the age of seven or eight years, 
is no longer an infant, is able to under- | 
stand her own situation, and is commonly 
willing to do what will be proper to im- 





prove it, and when that is the case she is a 
favourable patient to be subjected to this 
treatment. 

After she has been taught so much of 
these exercises as has been already de- 
scribed, she is to keep the body quite erect 
upon the pelvis, without being stiff; the 
pelvis quite even, but the legs so little con- 
strained, that either may move freely, with- 
out creating any movement of the pelvis or 
of the body; she should move one leg, at the 
same time, by pointing the toe, and with- 
out bending the knee, lifting the leg as high 
as she has occasion to do when she walks, 
hy bending the thigh at its junction with the 
pelvis; she should then throw the leg one 
step forwards, rest firmly upon that foot 
while she steps forward with the other foot, 
and thus proceed slowly and firmly, till 
walking in that manner has become quite 
familiar to her. She is then to make a 
further addition to her practice, by stand- 
ing firm upon one foot, while she raises the 
other as before, but higher ; and before she 
returns it to the ground, she is to describe 
a semi-circle with her foot, at the same time 
carrying her foot backwards, till she brings 
it to the ground by the side of her other 
foot. When she has acquired the power of 
easily making this motion with both feet, 
either separately or in succession, she is 
again to walk upon the lines in the manner 
that has been described, but making the 
semi-circular movement with each foot at 
every step she takes, and this she should 
coutinue to do, till this manner of walking 
has become quite easy to her. 

The reasons for using this exercise, its 





use, and its effect, may be thus described, 
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Every muscle may be the principal in 

rforming some action in which the mem- 

r to which it is attached is engaged ; but 
no muscle can act entirely by itself: it will 
always be accompanied by the actions of 
other muscles which form parts of the same 
limb, in proportion to their relative im- 
portance; of this many examples may be 
produced, but I shall confine myself to 
one, 

If a man stands quite upright, with his 
back against a wall, or other perpendicular, 
his knees quite straight, his feet close to- 
gether, and while he is in this situation he 
endeavours to move his great toe only, with- 
out raising his foot from the ground, he will 
find it is impossible to do so, without feel- 
ing, at the same time, some motion in the 
calf of his leg, in the front of his leg to- 
wards the outside, and in the muscles of his 
thigh; because, though he may determine 
to move his toe only, that cannot be done 
without the other muscles joining in the 
action, according to the proportion they 
bear to each other, in the natural action of 
the whole limb. When the thigh is moved, 
it must be moved by all its muscles acting 
together, if it is intended that the motion 
shal! be advantageous; ifany one muscle is, by 
accident, prevented from moving in harmony 
with the rest, awkwardness in the use, or 
lameness in the motion, of the limb is pro- 
duced, and this cannot be removed, slices 
the natural power of the muscles be re- 
stored ; if that is done, the natural use of 
the limb is restored; if it is not, the 
sufferer must remain permanently lame. 

This being the case, it is of consequence 
to those who determine to give their chil- 
dren the best form of which they are sus- 
ceptible, that they should begin to use 
those measures that are calculated to pro- 
duce the desired effect; to acquire the 
proper use of their legs is the first of the 
important measures that is necessary for 
this purpose; it may always be secured, if 
the plan that has been now mentioned is 
carefully adopted, and it cannot be adopted 
too soon. 

This practice relates equally to al! chil- 
dren of both sexes, and therefore the prac- 
tice should be universal during infancy ; 
but after that state is past, boys are re- 
moved into situations, and subjected to 
treatment so different from that of girls, 
that they are no longer objects of attention 
in these particulars: but girls, after that age, 
are more subject to become distortedin their 
persons, and therefore are more general 
objects of constant attention ; and the treat- 
ment that will most effectually prevent 
them from becoming distorted, will now be 
described. 

This treatment consists of peculiar exer- 
cises, which, if sedulously followed, will, 
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at once, add to their health, their piecagtin 
and preserve the natural regularity of their 
form. The manner of using their legs, 
which has already been described, will 
form the basis of it, 

The scholar or patient, whichever it 
may be called, should stand quite upright 
upon the line, as has been already directed. 
The pelvis, and all the parts that are below 
it, are to be kept firmly, but not stiffly in 





the actions thet have been described, every 
motion that can be required in any of the 
actions of ordinary life, when it is not a life 
of coarse labour, may be performed with 
certainty and advantage, provided it be 
net carried beyond that point at which 
the greatest strength of the joints termi- 
nates; if carried beyond that point, de- 
bility, and other mischief, will ensue ; and 
distortion, in all probability, be the conse- 


their original position; she is to look | quence. Itis toavoid this, that [ recommend 
steadily at some object that is placed directly | these exercises to be practised by the pa- 
before her ; she is to extend both her arms} tients themselves, under the direction, in- 


in a straight line, and without altering their 
— afterwards, with respect to the 


deed, of those who are competent to direct 
évery thing of the kind to the greatest ad- 


y, she is to turn the body itself round vantage, by proceeding in this manner, all 
upon the pelvis, till she points with the | the advantages that are beplens will be ob- 
in 


fore-finger of one hand at the object on | tained, and no injury be 


which her eyes have been fixed ; the other 
hand is, by this action, thrown as much 
backwards, as will be necessary to keep the 
two arms on a straight line with each other. 

When she has been in this position some 
time, (a few seconds at first, and the time 
to be gradually increased as the exercise 
becomes familiar to her,) she is, still keep- 
ing her eyes fixed upon the same object, to 
turn her Body round, so that the hand which 
pointed before, is made to point backwards, 
and the other to point forwards at the same 
time. She is to repeat this, still standing, 
till the practice is familiar to her ; she may 
then begin to walk upon the line as has 
been already directed, and, at the same time, 
exercise the body and the arms in the man- 
ner that is now recommended. 

Another desirable exercise will be, to 
procure a chair, with a flat seat, and made 
of wood ; the back should be higher than 
the patient's head, when she is seated on it: 
upon this chair she should be seated, with 
both her feet firmly pressed upon the 
ground; her back, shoulders, aud head, 
Should be pressed against the back of the 
chair: while she is in this situation, her 
arms should be extended horizontally in a 
live with each other. When she has taken 
this position, she should, without moving 
her feet, or her seat, or taking her shoulders 
or her head from the back of the chair, or 
altering the position of her arms with re- 
spect to her body, bend her body sideways, 
till she carries one of her hands as near to 
the ground as possible ; the other arm will 
then be proportionably raised in the air, 
When she has been in this state for some 
time, she should raise herself into the erect 
position upon her seat, and after remaining 
so for a short time, she should reverse the 
former position, by pressing downwards 
that hand which was first raised, and rice 
versa. 

Whoever understands the structure of the 
human body, and the action of its muscles, 
will perceive that by alternately performing 





icted in the pur- 
suit. Patients who are in this situation, 
may be induced, under the direction of 
skilful advisers, to do all that is necessary 
for their own advantage, but not to exceed 
the proper point to which each action is to be 
extended. These exercises are intended to 
enable those who are interested in the wel- 
fare of youug persons, to bring them for- 
ward with the greatest advantage, and, at 
the same time, to avoid the danger of dis- 
torting or disfiguring their persons, so many 
effectual methods of doing which being con- 
tinually offered to their notice, in the most 
inviting manner, What has now been 
offered for consideration and adoption, is by 
way of prevention; when distortion has 
been produced, a different course of treat- 
ment must be pursued to get rid of it, and 
that will be a subject for our next investi- 
gation. 





FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 
i 


EFFECTS OF SUDDEN EMOTIONS OF THE 
MIND. 


Banrurz relates the case of a female, 
who having let her infant fail from her arm, 
was suddenly struck with paralysis of one 
of the upper extremities. M. Hellis, of the 
Hotel Dieu at Rouen, has lately witnessed 
some similar cases. A yirl, about 12 years of 
age, being present at an execution, was so 
terrifed at the moment when the criminal’s 
head fell, that one of her arms suddenly be- 
came paralysed; she was brought, to the 
Hotel Dieu, where she remained duriog three 
months, but without receiving any benefit, 
though her general health was undisturbed, 
In another case, a girl of nine years being 
attacked by a dog, was so frightened, that 
she fell down in a senseless state; when 
examined at the Hotel Dieu, the pulse was 
found quiet, the skin perfectly sensible, the 
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countenante ‘indicative of excitement, and 
the eyes ae had fully recovered 
her senses, but no power of motion, the 
muscles being in a state of rigidity, and 
deglutition was very difficult. An emetic, 
and the application of leeches to the neck, 
were without any effect, and she died sud- 
denly on the fourth day. On examination 
of the body, the dura mater and arachuoid, 
as well as the brain, were found healthy ; 
the lateral ventricles contained a small quan- 
tity of limpid serum ; the cerebeljum, spinal 
cord, and other viscera, exhibited no morbid 
alteration whatever ; the pharynx only pre- 
sented some traces of inflammation.— 
Biblioth. Medic. 





RUMINATION. 


M. Riche, physician at Maubeuge, has 
communicated to M. Broussais, the fullow- 
ing case of rumination. A young man, 
about seventeen years old, of middle stature, 
and a strong constitution, has, from his) 
ninth year, found thet half an hour after) 
dinner, the food, being undigested, ascends 
from the stomach into the mouth ; and hav- | 
ing been again masticated, is a second time 
swallowed ; this process is accompanied by | 
neither pleasant nor unpleasant sensations ; | 
but when he endeavours to suppress the | 
ascent of the food, a very painful sencation} 
is produced in the epigastric region. He} 
has an extraordinary appetite, and likes! 
vegetable as well as animal food, although 
he shows some predilection for the latter ; | 
he eats very fast ; and a long time after din- 
ner, there remains a bitter taste in his 
mouth; he suffers occasionally from colic 
pain, and has a slight prolapsus ani; his 
digestion is good, and he enjoys excellent 
health. Fluids are also, a short time after | 
drinking, brought up and swallowed a! 
second time,—Aun. de Med. Phys, 


RUPTURE OF THE LIGAMENTUM PATELL#. 


Cathar. S., twenty years old, of a weak 
constitution, being in danger of falling from 
a staircase, involuntarily contracted the ex- 
tensor muscles of the right leg with such 
violence, that the ligament of the patella 
was ruptured. At the moment when this 
took place, she heard a noise like the crack- 
ing of a whip, and felt violent pain on the 
inner side of the knee; she instantly fell 
down, and could not rise again. On being 
examined, the rupture was easily recognised 
by the protrusion and retraction of the pa- 
tella, and the very considerable hollow 
below it; the leg could not be moved, and 
every attempt at bending it caused excessive 
pain. The joint being much swelled, 
eighteen leeches were applied to it, and the 
leg kept extended ; after two days, the in- 





flammation having subsided, a circular ban- 
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dage was applied, to bring the disunited 
parts together, the leg being still kept 
extended, avd the thigh somewhat bent 
upon the pelvis. After forty-two days, the 
apparatus was removed, and the parts were 
found united, but still very tender; the pa- 
tient was, however, able to get up, to 
walk with the assistance of crutches; after 
a few days, the whole limb having swelled 
greatly, and become very painful, the circu- 
lar bandage was re-applied, and under the use 
of this, and cold afiusions, the patient per- 
fectly recovered after three months.—Journ, 
de la Soc. Roy.de Méd. et Chir, de Toulouse. 


VELOCITY OF SOUND IN WATER. 


In the Annales de Chimie, some very in- 
teresting experiments are communicated, 
which M, Colladon has lately made, relative 
to the above subject on the lake of Geneva. 
The sound being produced by striking on a 
bell which was suspended in the water, was 
heard by a person under water, and placed 
at the distance of 45,000 feet. The water 
contained of saline particles, was at 
40° Fahrenheit, and of 1,00015 specific 
gravity. The mean velocity of the sound 
was 4,703 in a second. M. Colladon ob- 
served, that when the sound of the bell was 
heard at some distance under water, it sin- 
gularly differed from that which is,heard ia 
the atmospheric air, and was very short, re- 
sembling that obtained by striking two 
knives against one another. The same was 
observed when the distance was increased, 
and it was then impossible to determine 
whether the stroke on the bell was strong 
and distant, or weak and near. The bell 
being repeatedly struck at short intervals, 
the strokes could only be distinguished at 
the distance of 600 feet; at a greater dis- 
tance they coalesced into one continued 
sound. Another very remarkable circum- 
stance resulting from M. Colladon’s experi- 
ments is, that the sound is not propagated 
from water to air, when the direction of the 
vibrations form a very acute angle with the 
surfaee. The bell being struck at the 
depth of six feet six inches, the sound was 
distinctly heard over the surface of the 
water, at a distance of 656 feet; at a 
greater distance it rapidly diminished in in- 
tensity, and at 1300 or 1400 feet was not 
heard at all. The movemeut of the waves 
exerted no influence on the velocity, dura. 
tion, or inteasity of the sound ; some of the 
experiments were mace during violent 
storms, but gave exactly the same results as 
those made in calm weather. 


ON THE WOUNDS OF THE BRAIN, AND THE 
DIVISION OF NERVES. 

M. Flourens, of whose researches respect- 

ing the nervous system we have spoken ima 
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former Number, havidg made some 
further experiments of the same nature, was 
led to the following result :—1. The brain 
and spinal cord, when wounded, are sus- 
ceptible of re-union and cicatrisation ; and 
after the healing of the wound, their func- 
tions are perfectly restored; 2. After the 
transverse division of a nerve, complete re- 
union ensues, and if the nerve is afterwards 
again divided below the cicatrix, the divided 
ends will perfectly unite ; 3. The ends of dif- 
ferent nerves can also be made to unite ; 
branch of the eighth pair, for instance, with 
a branch of a cervical nerve. In these cases, 
the nerve thus united, sometimes, though 
rarely, regains the power of transmitting 
nervous influence, 





An Exposition of the almost total Uselessness 
of the Examinations of Apothecaries’ Shops by 
the Censors of the Royal Colleze of Physicians, 
and Wardens of the Company of Apothecaries. 


By a Frutow and lateCewson of the Cor- 


Lece of Puysicians. 


Veny few of the medical profession know in 
what manner the examinations of the shops 
of apothecaries, in this city, are conducted 
by the College of Physicians. With a view, 


therefore, of giving every useful information 
on this subject, but more especially with an 
anxious desire to have it conducted effi- 
cieutly, and as it becomes gentlemen, I sub- 
mit the following particulars to the medical 
community. 

No long time ago I was elected Censor of 
the College of Physicians, and, by virtue of 
that office, became an Examiner of Apothe- 
caries’ Shops; and it is with regret that 
I feel myself bound, from the great un- 
willingness on the part of that respect- 
able body to which I belong to alter their 
absurd predilection for old customs, to show 
how entirely useless is, and has been, their 
inspection of drugs in the shops of the city 
of London for more than a century past, or, 
perhaps, to speak more correctly, from the 
first foundation of the college, in the memo- 
rable reign of King Henry the Eighth. 

There are only three inspections of apo- 
thecaries’ shops made annually by the Col- 
lege, and these, I think, geuerally take 
place in the month of August, or hottest 
season of the year. The persons chosen for 
this business are the four Censors, accom- 
panied by two Wardens of the Apothecaries’ 
Company, who are, I believe, by some old 
charter, or act of Parliament, obliged to 
give their assistance. All these worthy per- 
sons meet, at a late hour in the morning, at 
the mansion of the College of Physicians, 
where, after partaking of refreshmeuts, such 
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as tea, coffee, and cakes; and after the 
beadle has ted each Censor with a 
few cakes, up in white paper, in ac- 
cordance with immemorial usage, and to 
save them, I suppose, from the temptations 
of hunger, the whole march out, attended 
by the beadle and porter of the College, to 
take their seats in two hackney coaches. 
It ought to be mentioned, that the beadle, 
who is hat of a d t person, with 
the Censor's book, and furnished with the 
names of some dozen shops, to be examined, 
takes his seat inside, with the two junior 
Censors and one Warden, whilst the porter 
mounts beside the coachman driving the 
other coach, that contains the two senior 
Censors and the other Warden. There being 
no legal power given to the above persons 
to inspect shops either in Middlesex or 
Westminster, which is much to be lamented, 
considering that the greater number of them 
are situate iu those parts of London, the 
inspection can only take place within the 
city of London. The first place examined 
the first day was Apothecaries’ Hall. Here 
the Master of the Company was in waiting 
to show the shop and laboratory. Neither 
myself nor colleagues, after looking at seve- 
tal of their articles in the shop, had any 
reason to be dissatified with what we had 
seen. Notwithstanding all this, 1 could not 
but feel a degree of surprise, and I dare 
say the same feeling pervaded my colleagues, 
when they entered the place where the 
preparation of articles is supposed to be 
carried on, to find it quite Sheers’, save 
one or two men, who appeared to have little 
or nothing at all todo, The only signs of 
pharmacy observable, were the formation 
of mercurial ointment by steam ; the subli- 
mation of benzoic acid ; one or two extracts 
making; and some sponges, which were 
said to be on the eve of being incinerated. 
These last seemed very good, but [ cannot 
help confessing, that my doubts are strong 
that they ever underwent the above opera- 
tion. Some mercurial ointment was shown 
us by the master, who was furnished with 
a magnifying glass, and who, I believe, 
thoug ut the sample of this ointment fit for 
use ; however, it happened to be, on close 
inspection, unusually full of metallie glo- 
bules. There was also here, | think, some 
mercurial pill inspected, which seemed to 
contain more than the usual proportion of 
live mercurial matter. The worthy Master 
jof the Hall very candidly owned, that 
| neither the ointment nor the pil. bydrargyri, 
was to his satisfaction. Where such im- 
portant services as the navy, East India 
| Company, and where public charities, such 
|} as Greenwich Hospital, &c., depead on this 
medical corporation, it is of vital importance 
to have every article of medicine of the best 
quality, especially those of a mercurial na- 
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ture, otherwise the intentions of practition- 
ers must be often defeated. I now object, 
strongly, to the little ap ces re 
were of many articles being prepared by 
the Company themselves. ‘The medical pro- 
fession have, indeed, a right to expect, that 
this Worshipful Company will not only ma- 
nufacture the medicines usually manufac- 
tured by respectable chemists and druggists, 
but that they will give the College of Phy- 
sicians an opportunity of judgirg, at the 
inspections, that they prepare what is ex- 
pected of them. The three visitations which 
were made when I was Censor, certainly did 
not impress me with the idea of much work 
being done in the laboratory; it seemed, 
indeed, on those days, as if were quite 
holiday time with these good folk. 1 do 
not know that the Company of Apothe- 
caries have much interest iv appointing per- 
sons to assist our College quite unfit for the 
office ; this certainly was the case with the 
two Wardens who accompanied us; they 
were men worn down with age and infir- 
mities, and seemed without much know- 
ledge of the genuineness of the articles 
they were called on to inspect. One was 
of short stature, with imperfect vision, 
through natural nearness of sight, and the 
zona senilis having made great encroach- 
ments on the cornea. Ifmy memory do not 
deceive me greatly, he told me that he had 
lost, or had a congenital defect in, two of 
the most useful organs of the external senses, 
namely, those of smell and taste. How, in 
the name of decency, is a person, with a total 
obliteration of those organs, and a percep- 
tible decay in all the others, fitted for the 
duties of inspector of drugs? What could 
possess the Apothecaries’ Company to elect 
for such an office a man unable to discover the 
sensible, and perhaps the physical proper- 
ties of substances? The other Warden, his 
invaluable coadjutor, was of respectable 
height, but he had lost the symmetry of his 
legs through unsightly swellings, and from 
the peculiar pallidness of his face, I judged 
them to be of the dropsical kind ; there was 
all that torpidity of mind and body belong- 
ing to apdvonie disease, These two indi- 
viduals, at each shop we stopped, took up 
a great portion of our time, through the 
difficulties they experienced in descending 
from, and returning again to, the hack- 
ney coaches, which | beg to sny were of the 
dirtiest description. 

The time spent each day in visiting shops 
may, on the average, be reckoned at four 
hours ; hence it will be seen, that the dura- 
tion of the whole year's inspection, includ- 
ing the loss of time through imactivity of 
the two Wardens, docs not exceed twelve 
hours. Is this in the least degree useful, 
considering the number of shops requiring 
examination in such a metropolis as Lon- 
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don, and knowing as I do, that several of 
the shops had been inspected by the Cen- 
sors of the preceding two years? I caleu- 
late the number of shops altogether visited 
in a year, is much below 50; and in each 
of them, perhaps, a dozen of articles are 
examined, 

I shall here describe what was done when 
we entered on the ground of visitation. The 
beadle, after staring about for some time, 
without previously knowing where the 
shops were exactly situated, much less the 
number of the houses, at last pointed to one, 
and we followed, and, as the door was 
opened, he quickly introduced us as the 
Censors of the College of Physicians, and 
Wardens of the Apothecaries’ Company ; 
our entrance being once effected, the senior 
Censor began by inquiring if there was any 
Pharmacopeia kept, if it was the latest 
edition of London Callege, Next came the 
inspection of weights and measures; and 
afterwards the Censors individually asked to 
be shown severa! articles, such as aromatic 
confection, tinctures, particularly of the 
carminative kind, scammony, rhubarb, &c. 
In more than one shop, 1 observed several 
pieces of the last-named drog, which, when 
looked at earnestly, os if doubting its good- 
ness, I was surprised to bear it stated on 
two or three occasions, to have been pur- 
chased at the Hall. As soon as this answer 
was given, it had a posing effect, as we had 
not the means of proving the truth of the 
assertion by investigating the accounts be- 
tween the ital! and the apothecary. 


The profession have no idea of the bad state 
of some shops; for instance, we met with 
one which, in addition to the want of almost 
every requisite for business, there was no 
calomel, and the proprietor said he never 
used any. In another there was hardly any 


thing medicinal, not even scammony. The 
owner, when asked to account jor this, 
excused himself by observing, he lived 
near a druggist’s shop, and he could at any 
time send out for this, or any other thing he 
wanted. 

Though the College are empowered to 
throw into the streets, or otherwise destroy 
medicines of bad quality, still they rarely 
act thus; and though they might effect 
much good, by sending a written caution in 
name of the College, to venders of infe- 
rior pharmaceuticals, still I am not aware 
that any thing of the kind has ever been 
done; the consequence is, between one 
visitation and another, the different shops 
hardly ever undergo any change for the 
better. 

It is not without much expense that this 
mockery of examination is carried on ; for 
sumptuous dinners are given by the College 
to the Censors and the two Wardens of the 
worshipful Company, and as our courtly 
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556 DOUBLE-FISSURED HARELIP. 
president, with the treasurer and registrar, {success will, I trust, show its great supe- 


make part of the company, they could not of 
course be well treated without some Cham- | 
pagne, and other good things. It will he, 
seen, that the expence of tavern proceed: | 
ings, along with sundry items, for three} 
days, cannot be much under 50/1. This! 
money saved by the College for three or four) 
years, would enable it to place in its new 
and splendid library a bust of the great Dr. 
Jenner, who, within a few years in this 
country alone, by introducing vaccine ino- 
culation, saved more lives than all the pre- 
sidents, fellows, and licentiates, of our! 
Royal College since its first foundation. | 
No compliment (proh pudor) was ever paid 
by the London College of Physicians to the 
worldly saviour of millions. 

Before I finish the history of the exami- 
nations of apothecaries’ shops, 1 must say 
that the conduct of the entire party was not 
of the genteelest order ; for where a shop door | 
Le genes not to be speedily opened, the | 
bell occasionally received a most violent | 
ring. I saw more than one apothecary of- 
fended at our intrusion, and, instead of re- | 
ceiving us as gentlemen, went out of the 
house, leaving us to fiud/in the best way | 
we could the objects of our examination, 

Concluding this subject, I freely own that 
I was most heartily disgusted with my 
office ; and unless something is done to-| 
wards its effectual improvement, I should 
be sorry, on a future occasion, to undertake 
the duties of a Censor. ‘To have an active 
and useful inspection, the Censors and W ar- 
dens, of more youthful days than those de- | 
scribed, ought to divide themselves into) 
two bodies. Thus two Censors and a War- 
den might be engaged in one district, 
whilst the other Censors, with their Warden, 
might, on the same day, be employed in an- 
other, 

The Apothecaries’ Company, I onght to 
mention, have their own examiners for Lon- 
don; how does it occur, therefore, that 
there are apothecaries practising for years 
who have never been visited by them ! 








CASES OF DOUBLE-FISSURED HARELIP 8UC- 
CESSFULLY TREATED. 


By Cuanres Frixorr, Esq., M.R.C.S., Jersey. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Sra,—Aware of your readiness to give 
publicity to improvements in the practice 
of surgery, allow me to introduce to the 
notice of your readers, a brief account of 
three cases, in which I have successfully 
operated for the eure of double-fissured 
harelip. My mode of operating differs from 
that usually practised, and its complete 


riority over every other. ‘That you may be 
fully convinced of the extent of the deformity 
*» two of the cases, | send you the maxillary 
processes which were removed, and you wiil 
observe still attached to each the tuber- 
cular appendage, or lip-like process. 

You perhaps may consider it strange, that 
I pall bom delayed four years in making 
this subject known ; but I am sorry to say, 
my account of the operation was read at the 
Medico-Chirurgical Society about three years 
ago, when either owing to the disunion that 
existed in that body, or not exactly under- 
standing my meaning, the paper and plates 
remained in the hands of their council more 
than a year, about which time I thought 
proper to recal them. 

As the first part of the operation may 
not be rightly understood, I have added 
four drawings, delineating the whole pro?* 
cess. I hope this improvement in the mode 
of operating will be favourably received, 
and 1 shall be satisfied in having been 
useful to the profession. Believe me, Sir, 

Yours, most respectfully, 
Cuantss Fixort. 


Case 1.—Jane Le Gros, etat. 15. Double- 
fissured harelip, protuberant maxillary pro- 
cess, with three teeth and tubercular appen- 
doge, or lip-like process, projecting half an 
inch beyond the symphysis of the inferior 


| maxillary bone. Was operated on the 7th 


day of April, 1824, and cured in fifteen 
days. 

Case 2.—Edward Le Feuvre, etat. 25, 
Double-fissured harelip, tubercular appen- 
dage, maxillary projection, with two teeth 
extending nearly half an inch beyond the in- 
ferior maxillary symphysis. Was operated 
on the 2d day of Sorember, 1824, and 
cured in three weeks. 


Case 3.—Peter Chevalier, wtat. 17 ; dou- 


| ble-tissured harelip, tubercular appendage, 


aud maxillary process, with three teeth pro- 
jecting three-quarters of an inch beyond the 
lower jaw. Was operated on the 2d day of 
November,1824; palatine fissure very large. 
Cured in three weeks. 

The palatine fissure in the above three 
cases, has considerably closed. The pa- 
tients retain their saliva, articulate much 
better, and are not a little proud of their 
improved appearance. 


Mode of Operating. 

Having placed the patient in a chair, with- 
out previous preparation,* his head resting 
on the breast of aa assistant, and his handa 
secured by another. I take the external 





* Application of sticking-plaster a fort- 
night before, to bring the cheeks forward. 








DOUBLE-FISSURED HARELIP. 


edge of the tubercular appendage between 
the index finger and thumb of my left hand, 
(vide Plate 1,) and divide the appendage 
laterally upwards into two portions, to the 
cartilage of the nose, (Plate 2, letters b, c ;) 
then turning the edge of the scalpel inwards, 
I pass it round the maxillary prominence to 
denude the bone, which, with a metacarpal 
saw, I take off in a line parallel to, or cor- 
responding with, the fissures, that no aper- 
ture may be seen below the nostril after the 
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of the appendage is so wide as nearly to 
close the nostril, 1 take part of it off on 
each side, then turn the remaining centre 
on the divided septum and maxillary bone, 
pressed by lint, and secured from below up- 
wards with adhesive straps. The lip is 
dressed as in ordinary cases, and Louis's 
bandage applied ; the dressings are removed 
five days after, and the pins withdrawn ; the 
same dressing is continued every other day, 
until the case obtains a perfect cure. This 





operation ; the external tubercular half of 
the appendage, or lip-like process, being 
turned in the latter part of the operation on 
the divided cartilage and maxillary bone. 
2dly, 1 take a piece of pasteboard, two 
inches wide, and about six inches long, in 
my left hand, which I apply under the 
lip on each side, and,-with my thumb ex- 
tended, and pressing the lip upon it, I cut 
a portion of it from above downwards, as 
represented in Plate 1, letter ¢, using a 
fresh scalpel to each side. The divided 


edges are then brought in contact by my as- 
sistant, when | apply two twisted sutures, 
3dly. If the external tubercular portion 


Pua 


operation could be quickly performed, were 
| it not for the hemorrhage filling the patient's 
}mouth. The advantages of this mode of 
|Operating are, | conceive, very great ; 
ist. They do not present that deformity 
which must actually result efter that prac- 
tised in all parts of Europe to this period. 
The lip here is perpendicular, more even, 
and is operated upon at once ; ¢dly. Union 
is perfect in a fortnight or three weeks ; the 
patients retain their saliva, articulate bet- 
ter, and masticate well, and no appearance 
remains, unless you observe closely, that an 
operation has been performed. 
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Desoription of the Plates. d, Maxillary process, with two, some- 

Plate 1 represents a double-fissured hare- | times three teeth, round which the edge of 

lip, with tubercular appendage und maxil- the knife must be carried previously to its 

lary process, with the manner of beginaing being amputated with the saw, the internal 

the first part of the operation. |flap of the tubercular appendage being still 
a, The left index finger and thumb hold- attached, 

ing the end of the tubercular appendage or Plate 3 represents the lip healed. 

lip-like process. : | a, The external portion of the tubercular 
6, The manner of gaiding the knife in the appendage united to the cartilage of the 

section upwards through the tubercular ap- nose and divided maxillary process, forming 

pendage, or lip-like process. ‘a septum, andjconcealing internal deformity. 
¢, Shows the two portions of the lip tobe! 5, Shows the present state of the upper 

excised, in order to bring them in apposi- and under lip. 

er twisted —_ ~— ¢, The marks of the two twisted sutures. 

2 represents the section of the tu-| 

bercular ap - age to its full extent, the > essempes C Gn nee me 

external and interval flaps hanging on each ™° dan Vettes 

side of the scalpel, P.S.—Since the above cures wete per- 
@, The blade of the knife, with section of formed, 1 have operated on another patient 

the tubercular appendage. similarly affected, and with complete suc- 
6, External portion of the tubercular ap- ¢egs, 

pendage. 

— portion of the tubercular ap- Jersey, October 28, 18298. 





or THE EXPANSION the foot, its expansive nature, and the de- 
structive influence of the common shoe 
’ (and of all shoes that are rigid) in contract- 
By Mt. Cusnsee Cann. ing it; also the necessity of a yielding de- 
Sin,—The active interest you have taken | fence to preserve it in health. He states, 
in promulgating correct opinions on the |p. 40, that Mr, Clark’s work on the foot, 


ON THE ADVANTAGES 
SHOE. 


subject of the horse’s foot, and in exposing |** imparts a truth which not all the powers 
false ones, induces me to request a pase | of Sonienieg ingenuity can controvert ; viz. 


for the following paper. that it dilates with the weight of the animal, 
The readers of Tue Lancer may, per-| when it comes in contact with the ground ;” 
haps, remember some remarks that appear-| and, io support and illustration of these 
ed afew mouths since, reviewing aud re- | facts, his remarks extend through thirteen 
futing the objections which a certain popu- | pages thickly interspersed with animadver- 
lar writer in The Sporting Magazine who | sious on poor Nimrod, who seems to be quite 
styles himself Nimrod, had ignorautly made laid on the shelf, and is declared “* on the 
against the expansion shoe. In the course | wrong scent,” and “ at fault.” It amounts 
of that artucle, | showed, by his own words,| to this; that the principles which Tus 
that he was unacquainted with the real) Lancer has so warmly advocated, are now 
structure of the foot, had scarcely seen and fairly adopted by The Sporting Magazine, 
never tried these shoes, and had a mere | though evidently by a writer, whose atten. 
jockey’s knowledge of the matter alto-/tion has been but recently drawa to the 
gether; so much so, indeed, as to assert subject, aud who takes it up with the same 
confidently, that the fore and hind foot were | unwillingness as a politician, compelled by 
Sac-similes of each other! Though these, and, press of popular feeling to espouse a mea- 
many other points, were satisfactorily | sure he has long opposed, and who, in so 
proved, and my remarks passed undisputed doing, would rather follow any other course, 
in Tne Lancer, | little expected their than admit the first proposers to be right in 
truth would soon have been so strikingly ac- | the means they pursued to accomplish it. 
knowledged in The Sporting Magazine. Their) Thus this Nubian Nimrod, siter giving 
effect was sudden and surprising, changing | unequivocal assent to the opinions that 
at once the tone of the said periodical, to a) Mr. B, Clark has maintained, in the face of 
direction the most unexpected. | the profession, for many years ; and after 
In short, the following number (for No-| fluently recapitulating, as if they were his 
vember) contained a long article signed | own original observations, the chief of the 
Nubia, apparently by the same hand, ad-/ arguments which that gentleman adduced 
mitting, may, advocating in the most un-|to support his theory in 1809, thinks proper 
qualified manner, the truth and importance |to disapprove of the expansion shoe, and 


of Mr, Bracy Clark’s doctrines respecting | pass it lightly over ase thing of no value, 
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and ——— he is doubtfal, whether it will | yielding elastic frog, opens from the front 
expand at as from a hinge ; and that as to the e 
Throughout the whole paper, there is aj sion of the foot so much spoken of, it can 
lab ar to persuade the reader, never take place unless the toe, nay, the 
that Nubia’s acquaintance with these prin- | whole foot, is at liberty. Elasticity is there- 
ciples is of long standing, while, at the, fore, in some respects, a bad word, since it 
same time, every page convinces us that he is not wholly soit materials, but a cleft. 
never advocated them before. For in- | divided foct, which must expand by halves 
atance, the following remarks, with which | like the cow’s foot, as it were, or not all, 
the expansi shoe, if not) Nubia, and all other objectors, who for want 
attributable | to ignorance, which charity lofa better reason, and without consulting 
leads us to suppose, must be ascribed to in- anatomy or common sense, have urged this 
tentional misrepresentation. simpie argument, might just as well and as 
Page 49. “ But unfortunately there are truly maintain thot the hoof of a cow, or any 
two insurmountable objections to the use of other cloven-footed animal, does not open 
these shoes. First, because they canaot at all at the toe, because the joint is situated 
be applied to the foot, without the use of behind, at the heel; or that a door opens 
nails ; aod, secondly, they improperly give | not at the latch, but only at the hinges. 
expansion exclusively to the toe or fore- -part; Unaware of this, many writers on shoe- 
of the foot, which, by its remote situation|ing, and also many practical men, have 
from the heels, where the dilation should attached great importance to driving the 
take place, causes its occurrence at the very | ails as far forward as possible, that the heels 
ong where nature has not intended it to; might have room to expand ; but this the “y 
e. It also appears to me very doubtful, | cannot do, if the quarters are confine 
whether the joint-shoe will expand at all, | They can bend inwards, but from the in- 
when rivetted to the foot with eight or nine flected structure of the part, they can- 
nails,” | not dilate outwards without unnatural force. 
Nubia has previously assured us that, like| In proof.—Does this mode of nailing pre- 
Nimrod, he has ‘‘ studiously sought for intel- | vent contraction? Certainly not. 
ligence in every quarter likely to obtain it,! In the next place, Nubia objects to the 
the closet, the knackers, the riding-school, and | j use of nails, calling them an ‘* insurmount- 
the road,” ” has “ridden many miles, and | able objection,” though he deigns not to tell 
_ many pounds in search thereof.’’ Yet | us why they are so. Nails are employed all 
80, itis to be regretted that he had not| over the world for this purpose, (except 
also resorted to the very best school of in-! perhaps in Japan,) and in the present age 
struction, thé forge, where having once taken | we cannot do without them, neither is it at 
up a fot having on an expansion shoe, he | all necessary that we should, for they are no 
would have seen the foot expanding with | impediment (as I have just shown) to the 
the shoe, and no longer have been doubtful free action of the foot in an expansion shoe. 
on the subject. But this it plainly appears he | ‘The fact is that Nubia, not understanding so 
has never done ; yet he takes upon him to de- | much as he ought todo respecting the action 
cide on its merits, without ever having seen | of the foot, though well aware of the neces- 
it in operation. If Nubia is, as he states, | sity of liberty, is of opinion that this can 
convinced of the truth of Mr. Bracy Clark’s| only be maimtained by shoes attached in 
doctrines, it is singular that during even one | some way less rigid than by nails, This is 
day only in the years of his pretended experi+ | hinted at in many parts of his long article, 
efice, he had not examined, when it is applied | and in conclusion we are plainly informed, 
to the fuot, the shoe which that gentleman | that were it not for the lamentable state of 
recommended after years of trial. ‘The scien-| ignorance and prejudice under which the 
tific world will not believe so readily, that world at present labours on this subject, he 
he who has been all his life insisting on the | would “ present us with a natural defence for 
necessity of expansion to the foot, should | horses’ feet, without the aid of the white- 
recommend a shoe that will not expand at all.| smith ;” from which I infer is meant a re- 
Nubia’s second objection, that this shoe | movable shoe or slipper of some kind or other, 
expands at the toe and not at the heels, is a} Turkish or Persian, perhaps; but of what 
further proof that he has never seen it on} material it is to be made, we are to remain 
the foot ; it is fully as erroneous as the first,|in ignorance. Now if this bashfulness in 
though not quite so absurd; indeed the | advertising his slippers, or jointed clogs, or 
objection is sophistical enough, lam sorry to| what they may be, does not originate in 
say, to be cherished by many in the veteri- | fear, why not be more explicit, and give to 
nary profession. They are not aware, or|the public and the horses, the advantage of 
they do not know it appears, that the foot | this discovery; unless he waits, peradven- 
being fairly cleft beyond its centre to within | ture, expecting prejudice to be banished 
an inch and a half of the toe, leaving a | from the earth. 
triangular space which is ocoupied by the} This idea of a removable shoe is by no 
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means new; Mr. Bracy Clark spent four 
years in making and fitting them, and appear- 
ed to have exhausted the principles on which 
it might be done, concluding, at last, that 
the care, difficulties, and, above ail, the ex- 
pense of such shoes, would preclude their 
general introduction in the present state of 
mechanics. Still, if this slipper which Nubia 
has in pelto, this unfledged thing of tender 
reputation is easy, durable, aud cheap, he is 
un le in withholding it; but we 
doubt this, or the possibility of any practi- 
cable clog or slipper, The expansion shoe 
being, in fact, as cheap, as lasting, and sim- 

, a8 common shoes, and, withal, prevent- 
ing that scourge, contraction; practical ob- 
jections against it are now never heard, 
and as to such blundering scribblers as 
Nimrod and Nubia, who shun to inspect the 
thing they write against, their real or pre- 
tended ignorance shall not screen them from 
the rebuke, which wilful misrepresentation 
deserves. Itis singular to look back at the 
opposition that has been raised, step by 
step, to Mr. Ciark’s doctrines; and now 
when the veterinary writers in The Sporting 
Magazine are forced to admit the necessity 
of an expansive defence for the preserva- 
tion of the foot, they invidiously attempt to 
persuade their readers, that his shoe is futile 
and inefficient. These gentlemen have at 
length consented to acknowledge, that the 
have hitherto been “ on the wrong scent,” 
but they cannot allow that Mr. Clark has 
been right. The objection is not, as I said 
before, to the measure, but to the means, 
and its proposer. 

Hatfield Street, Stamford Street, Jan. 15. 


SURGICAL REFORM-DINNER TO 
MR. WAKLEY. 


Mr, Paty to Mr. Wakley. 


33, Bouverie-street, Fleet-street, 
Jan. 24th, 1829. 

Dear S1r,—The gentlemen who undertook 
the arrangements connected with the resolu- 
tions, adopted at a public meeting im the 
Freemasons’ Tavern, on Tuesday, Dec. 
23rd, 1828, (a copy of those resolutions 
having already been transmitied to you,) 
have requested me, as Chairman of that 
meeting, to inform you, that, should the 
day suit your convenience, they consider 
the 18th of February next, the most proper 
time to beg the favour of your company in 
the same tavern, at a public dinner. 

1 beg leave to state also, that their reason 
for naming that day in preference to any 
other, was, that it will be the anniversary 
of the commencement of those proceedings 
which, if zealously pursued, with the con- 
tinued assistance of a Free Medical Press, 
will tend to raise your professional brethren 


Vox, 283. 
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from their present degraded condition ; 
which has been attributed, with justice, to 
the constitution and government of the 
— College of Surgeons in London, 

n answer to this letter, at your earliest 
leisure, will oblige the gentlemen at whose 
request I write; and also, 

Your most obedient Servant, 


James Pary,. 
Thomas Wakley, Esq. 


Mr. Wakley to Mr. Paty. 


Bedford-square, Jan. 24, 1929. 

Dear Sir,—I need scarcely say, that 
I feel most sensibly the very flattering 
testimony of approbation, which my public 
conduct received from the large and respect- 
able meeting, over which you presided on 
the 23rd of December, at the Freemasons’ 
Tavern. My exertions in the cause of a 
Free Medical Press, and Free Medical In- 
stitutions, have, at least, been honest, and 
honest exertions the public of this country 
never fail toappreciate. I am sensible also, 
that the late trial has contributed greatly to 
strengthen the hands of public writers, by 
the important decision given at the outset 
of the cause, in favour of Journalists who 


| feel that they are in a situation to justify an 
| alleged libel, and also to open the eyes of 


the public to the corrupt system which pre- 


¥|vails at our hospitals in the distribution of 


patronage, though I was not permitted to 
enter fully into this part of the case. But, 
Sir, greatly as 1 deprecate and detest the 
system of nepotism, to which, I believe, 
Mr. B. Cooper is indebted for his situ- 
ation, I entertain, equally with yourself, 
and the gentlemen whom you represent, 
no kind of hostility towards that gentle- 
man. On the contrary, I respect his pri- 
vate character, aud would rather not, 
therefore, at present attend a festival, which, 
though instituted entirely upon public 
grounds, malevolence might perhaps con- 
strue into an act of persecution directed 
against his private interests. If the 
object of the festival were to celebrate 
the triumph of surgical reform, I should 
be proud and happy to attend. But 
though the victory is, 1 believe, in our 
hands, the battle is still to be fought. I 
trust, however, the day is not far distant 
when we may meet to celebrate, not the 
virtual defeat of afew individuals,but the com- 
plete and final overthrow of a corrupt system, 
In conclusion, permit me to express m 
deep sense of gratitude towards yourself, 
and the gentlemen with whom you are 
acting, for your very flattering and distin- 
guished approval of my efforts in the noble 
and thriving cause of Surgical Reform. 
Your obliged and obedient Servant, 
TaHomas Wak tty. 


James Paty, Esq. 
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HUMAN DISSECTIONS. 


THE LANCET. 


London, Saturday, January 31, 1829. 


Tue late horrible murders in Edinburgh | 


still engage the public mind, to the ex- 
clusion of almost every other topic. The 
state of the law, which, without qualification 
we may say, led to those atrocities, has | 
been freely canvassed, by all the thinking} 
It seems to he/ 





part of the community. 
now universally conceded, that the legisla- 

ture must interfere, and, by some judicious 
enactment, provide bodies for our ana-| 
tomical schools, and protect individuals | 
against the risk of being murdered for the | 
value of their corpses. We have witnessed 

with much indignation and disgust, vad 
chilling apathy with which the greater) 
number of our teachers of anatomy, have | 
regarded the late unparalleled disclosures, 
and the reckless indifference with which they | 
have kept open their dissecting-rooms, for 
the reception of stolen, and probably, of 
murdered bodies. Public opinion, however, 
seems at length to have awakened a few of 
them to a sense of their duty, and it is with 
much satisfaction we are enabled to state, 
that human dissections are discontinued in 
two of the schools of anatomy at the west 
end of town, in those of Sheffield, Bristol, 
and Liverpool, in one of those at Manches- 
ter, and in that at Birmingham, In the 
latter place, the Magistrates, and Physicians 
and Surgeons, have severally held meetings, 
to take the matter into consideration, and 
the result has been, that they have resolved 
to petition the legislature for its interference, 
The following are copies of the Petitions : 


** To the Hon. the House of Commons, &c. 


«« We, the undersigned acting Magistrates 
of the town of Birmingham, convinced of 
the urgent necessity of some measures 
pe | adopted for the protection of anato- 
mical pursuits, and to relieve the feelings 
of the public from proceedings not unfre- 
quently brought before us in our magisterial 
capacities, which are outrages to all de- 
cency, and opposed to the laws of the 











your House to the 
Petition from the Physicians and Surgeons 
resident in Birmingham, and to solicit the 
adoption of some legislative enactments 
relating thereto, as your Honourable House 
may deem expedient. And your petition- 
ers will ever pray.” 


** To the Hon, the House of Commons, &e. 


“We, the undersigned Physicians and 
Surgeons, resident in the town of Birming- 
ham, respectfully implore the attention of 
your Honourable House to the necessity of 
speedily adopting some measures to remove 
the existing impediments to the cultivation 
of anatomical knowledge. 

The want of legislative authority, to cul- 
tivate a science pre-eminently connected 
with the most important interests of suffer- 
ing humanity, has caused public feeling to 
be outraged, and enormities to be com- 
mitted, disgraceful to a civilized country, 
and repugnant to every moral and religious 
feeling. 

In various perts of the continent of 
Europe the study of anatomy is protected 
by the respective governments, and every 


realm, humbly presume to call the attenfion 
of ~ mn 


facility afforded for its extended and liberal 


cultivation. 

Convinced that this is the only true basis 
upon which the Medical Science can be 
founded, a science whicl: must be considered 
one of the most essential of all human ac- 
quirements, your petitioners presume to 
solicit a similar protection from the leyis- 
lature of their country. 

Your petitioners presume not to dwell 
upon the advantages to be derived by the 
public service of the country, by the sick 
and injured poor, and by society at large, 
from the cultivation of Medical and Chirur- 
gical knowledge, and your petitioners most 
earnestly implore your Honourable House 
to take this subject into its serious con- 
sideration, and to adopt such. measures as to 
its wisdom and justice may seem fit, Your 
petitioners will ever pray.” 

If surgery is to be practised with success, 
and as @ science, the study of anatomy must 
be encouraged and promoted. That the 
dead must be dissected, or that the living 
must be mutilated, is quite certain. It is 
for the public to choose between the two. 
Nothing can be more ridiculous than to sup- 
pose, that the rrembers of the medical pro- 
fession generally, uphold the practice of hu- 
man dissections, either for their benefit, or 
for their amusement. On the contrary, it 
is a process which they regard as most re- 





HUMAN CARCASS BUTCHERS. 


volting in its nature, and one which they know 
to be often most fatal in its consequences. 
Nothing but a laudable desire to acquire 
that knowledge, which shal] enable them to 
discharge their duty, conscientiously and 
beneficially to their patients, could induce 
them to undertake it. 


Far different, how- | 


We have great pleasure in stating, that 
| Mr. Lawrence is appointed to the Surgical 
| Chair in the Theatre of St. Bartholomew's 
| Hospital. He will deliver his Introductory 
' ° 
| Address on Monday evening next, at seven 
‘o'clock, 





ever, is it with many of our teachers of ana- | 


tomy, the nature of whose commerce fur- 
nishes an explanation of that cold-blooded 
and monstrous indifference, with which they 


have kept their shambles open as tempta-| 


tions to Burkites, during the late feverish 


and painful state of public excitement. 


From these men we hear little or nothing 
relative to the difficulties of procuring sub- 
jects. No! They enjoy a profitable mono- 
poly. 
teration of the system. They may be de- 


Hence their ayersion to an al- 


nominated human carcass butchers, aud regu- | 
late their scale of charges to the plun-| 


dered and impoverished student, by the 
demands of the resurrectionist and murderer, 
as does the cattle butcher by the de- 
mands of the farmer and grazier. This is 
their plan, They are supplied with bodies, 
or portions of bodies, from friends in coun- 
try hospitals, infirmaries, and work-houses, 
at no other cost than that of package and 
carriage. The body, or piece of a body, 
thus procured, is then sold to the unfortu- 
nate student, at the resurrectionist’s or mur- 
derer’s price! One lecturer told us that he 
had taken a buriul-ground, and a small house 
adjoining. From this place he said he ob- 
tained a famous supply, and that it was alto- 
gether a ‘‘ very good thing;” for as it 
was a secure and ‘ comfortable resting 
he could 
charge pretty handsomely for burying a 
body there, and afterwards get from his 
pupils from eight to twelve guineas for 
taking it up again! Such is the profitable 
traffic of the human carcass butcher; a 
traffic which has led, in some schools, to the 
dissection of thrice as many bodies as were 
required for the purposes of science. 


place,” as the saints have it, 


Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal.— 
| January 1829. 

Tue universality of the sons of Erin 
lis truly wonderful. Had Parry discovered 
the North-West Passage, or Sadler suc- 
ceeded in reaching the moon, there can be 
no doubt, such is the diffusibility of this 
singular people, but colonies of them 
would have been found there. They are, 
to the rest of the world, what the Greeks 
were to the Romans in the days of 
Juvenal, administering to the necessities, 
the pleasures, the vices, and the instruction 


jof mankind, In killing or curing, lecturing 


|or lampooning, mixing mortar or manufac- 


| turing magazines, they are without compe- 
|titors. Wellington at Waterloo, and Burke 
lat Edinburgh ; Mr. Abernethy at St. Bar- 
|tholomew's, and Dr. Shiel at the Freema- 


}son’s Tavern; the contributors of wit to 


jthe press, 
| 
buildings of London ; these give us some 


and carriers of bricks to the 


idea of the versatility and omnipresence of 
the inhabitants of Erin ; in short, wherever 
we turn we are sure to see the national 
genius in some shape hovering before us, 
like the manes of an unburied corse, through 


neglect or persecution at home. We thought, 





| however, we were sure to lose sight of this 
ubiquitous phantom in taking up the present 
| number of the ‘‘ Blue Journal,” for Scotch- 
men are jealous of admixtures; but even 
here our hopes were disappointed, and we 
found, in its very first page, an Irish essay- 
ist, disguised in foolscap and lamp black, in 
the person of Dr, Stokes, of the Meath 
Hospital, Dublin. He promises, too, to be 
rather a formidable customer to the critics, 
having ell the manner and method which 
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characterize the diffuse sterility of the class 
of writers to which he belongs. Once that 
one of them has acquired the craft of com- 
position, there is no limiting his lucubra- 
tions; the facility of setting them in mo- 
tion, and of providing materials for their 
manufacture, is so great, a hint on any sub- 
ject is quite sufficient for the purpose. Dr. 
Blood, for example, an original in his line, 
asserts in print, through fear or phrenzy, 
that there is nothing like bleeding in the 
cold stage of ague, and instantly all the 
lancets in the empire are unsheathed, and 
all the intermittent patients phlebotomised 
to ascertain the truth or falsehood of the 
Doctor’s opinion. The experiment, after 
making a tour through the profession, at 
length appears, to the dismay of the Re- 
viewers, in a thousand shapes in the Jour- 
nals, bringing the remark to bear, with 
double force, on these secondary agents in 


the advancement of medical science, which | 


Pope applied to the Commentators on the 
poets :— 

* One fool in verse, makes many more in 

prose.” 

Thus Dr, Stokes informs us, that he was 
put on the scent of bleeding in intermittents 
by the cases published, some time back, by 
Dr. Mackintosh, of Edinburgh, and, to do 
him justice, he certainly set to work very 
systematically. To ascertain, with preci- 
sion, the efficacy of this treatment, he tried 
bleeding alone in the cold stage of the dis- 
ease, exhibiting even purgatives only when 
necessary. The quantity of blood abstract- 
ed in each instance, the rigour being at its 
height, averaged about fourteen ounces, but 
the operation was seldom performed more 
than once or twice in each case. The fol- 
lowing were the symptoms with which his 
patients were affected :— 


* ‘The local symptoms which sccurred in 
the cases under my observation, may be 
reduced into two classes :—First, ‘Those 
which occurred during the paroxysm; Se- 
cond, Those which continued during the 
intermission, but which were aggravated in 
the paroxysm, and which were generally 
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most severe in the cold stege. Among the 
first were severe pain in the loins, great 
headach, violent cough, sensation of op- 
pression, soreness in the precordial —- 
dyspnea, accelerated and small ,» Rau- 
sea, epigastric tenderness, and bili = vo: 
miting.” 

In the following recapitulation, he enu- 
merates the effects of bleeding in the cold 
stage, on the patients affected with the pre- 
ceding symptoms :— 

oT = effects, then, of venesection during 
the cold stage vet the rigour 
altogether ; of the 
rigour ; checking the rigoar after a certain 
quantity of blood was drawn; its return in 
a milder degree ; diminution of its inten- 
sity, but not of its length ; relief of local 
symptoms alone ; prolongation of rigour, 
without diminution of its intensity ; no ap- 
parent effect ; disappearance of the rigour 
on the fourth ‘pyrexial day after the opera- 
tion, but persistence of the symptoms, indi- 
cative of internal congestion.” 


These effects are, of course, to be under- 
stood as occurring in different cases, so that, 
by this sammary of the consequences of this 
practice in the cold stage, it will be seen 
that they were of the most opposite charac- 
ter. Having observed that ke seldom saw 
the rigour cut short by the operation, he 
proceeds to state the effects of the practice 
on the subsequent stages of the disease. 


« The effects of bleeding in the cold fit, 
on the subsequent stages, were as follow :— 
The hot stage being rendered milder ; hot 
stage being not distinct; sweating rapidly 
suc d severity of hot fit; 
increased length of hot fit; sweating stage 
rendered milder ; non-appearance of sweat- 
ing stage, or hot stage ; no apparent effect 
on either stage.” 








Thus, in this stage of the disease, as in 
the former, the most contradictory conse- 
quences were produced by the use of the 
lancet in different instances. Hitherto, 
however, the effects ascribed to this prac- 
tice have been, at least, innoxious, if not 
salutary. We shall now see, in the words 
of the writer, that these effects are not 
always of so harmless a description. 


** The evils of bleeding were new local 
inflammatory symptoms, and low irritative 
fever ; these were gastritis, brouchitis, pe- 
ricarditis, and pneumonia. ‘The first of these 
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affections, gastritis, appeared most frequent- 
ly and most severely, In addition to these 
injurious consequences, the writer was in- 
formed, by a friend, that in a few cases 
which came under his treatment, the pa- 
tients never recovered from the collapse con- 
sequent on bleeding during the cold fit of 
the disease.” 

Dr. Stokes concludes his minute, and, we 
are sure, accurate, account of his pathologi- 
cal experiments, by remarking, that the 
most obvious and salutary effect of the prac- 
tice was the removal of the local symptoms 
of the disease, such as pain of the lumbar 
region, bronchitis, cough, and dyspnea. 
In all the cases which he treated, he was 
compelled, sooner or later, to give quinine 
for the eradication of the disease, and thinks 
that the practice should be confined to 
those cases where there are obvious indica- 
tions of congestion and inflammation. 


The next article contains a series of very 
elaborate and pretty speculations, on the 
question, ‘‘ Whether the blood be alive or 
not,” by an Army, or a Navy, Doctor. A 
young gentleman, confined on board-ship, 
or in barracks, may be allowed the indul- 
gence of speculation to kill his Jeisure 
hours ; but we have neither taste nor time 
to examine, at present, the results of his 
imaginative industry. 

We, therefore, hasten to congratulate Mr. 
Cusack, of Steven's Hospital, and of Mar- 
illary notoriety, on, we believe, his second 
or third appearance in print, after a connex- 
ion of several years with one of the largest 
hospitals in the British empire! Singalar 
enough, too, that with so many opportuni- 
ties for the improvement of surgery, we 
should now be helped by him to an essay 
on Puerperal Fever; but there is no ac- 


counting for the eccentricity of genius, and 
we have no right to subject Mr. Cusack’s to 
the laws which govern the minds of hum- 
The contents of his essay 
are, indeed, as remarkable as the selection 
of its subject. He divides puerperal fever 
iato three distinct kinds: the purely inflam- 


bler mortals. 
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matory; the low typhoid; and a form of a 
mixed kind, attended with some of the symp- 
toms common to the other two. The symp- 
toms, treatment, and pathological anatomy 
of each of these assumed forms of the dis- 
ease, are all detailed with an amplitude of 
particulars, and an insensibility to the ob- 
vious fact that they were all known, for 
years, to the profession, which are truly 
surprising. Mr. Cusack, however, would 
have fully compensated for this commerce 
in common-place information, had the pro- 
position with which his paper concludes 
been original, namely, that puerperal fever 
was no other than “‘ diffuse inflammation 
of the cellular membrane of the contents 
of the abdomen ;”” but here, too, the pas- 
sion for simplifying pathology, by explain- 
ing the nature and cause of various diseases 
by a single agent, has anticipated his opi- 
nions, for various writers have hinted what 
Mr. Cusack now boldly demands us to be- 
lieve in the following passage :— 


“ To view the low form of puerperal 
abdominal inflammation, or, as it has been 
termed, puerperal fever, in its true light, it 
seems proper to consider it as a disease, 
whose essential character consists of a local 
inflammation of a peculiar nature, accom- 
panied by fever of the lowest typhoid kind ; 
as a disease by no means confined exclu- 
sively to puerperal patients, yet modified 
by the puerperal state ; but, on the con- 
trary, it may occur (and frequently does) in 
persons of either sex, produced by the ef- 
fects of bruises, wounds, and surgical ope- 
rations. Nay, it may arise idiopathically, 
or, at least, from causes by no means mani- 
fest. 1 must further observe, that this dis- 
ease, if not the same, is at least a modifica- 
tion of that known by the term, “ diffuse 
cellular inflammation ;” and although, in 
this fatal disorder, the cellular membrane is 
the seat of the disease, yet this circumstance 
is not always the case, and inflammation of 
a similar character to that which has its seat 
in the cellular membrane, may attack the 
peritoneum, the uterus, the ovaries, or other 
parts. It may be further argued, that the 
inflammation we are considering is not con- 
fined exclusively to the abdominal region, 
when it attacks puerperal women, but may, 
and not unfrequently does, affect the cellu- 
lar structure of the extremities, and then 
produces a fatal disease, by some consider- 
ed phlegmasia dolens, Lastly, the predis- 
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posing and exciting causes of this low form 
of the disease, al apparently different, 
are of a precisely similar nature to those 
which produce cellular inflammation,” 
Granted, in complaisance to Mr. Cusack, 
that this pathological “ hotch potch” was as 
consistent with itself as it is obviously in- 
congruous—how far would it extend our 





knowledge of ‘the disease in question? He 
starts in his career of speculation at Ge! 
point, say, of healthy inflammation ; runs | 
through the various grades of that condition | 

of the system, assumes one of these state- | 
called “ cellular,” as a settled and explained 
fact, though it is any thing but settled or 
explained as, the ‘* Constitutional Irritation” 
of Mr. Travers, the “‘Irritative Fever” of 
Dr. Butter, the “ Diffuse Inflammation” of 
Dr. Duncan, and the ‘ Phiegmonoid Erysi 

pelas” of Mr. Lawrence, sufficiently attest ; 
next transfers this nosological phantom from 
the outside to the interior of the human 
body ; then supports the propriety of this 
translation by a few inconsequential analo- 
gies; and lastly concludes the scene by 
assuring us that this inflammation hitherto 
called Purperal Fever, is 
“of a peculiar kind,” for which piece of 
intelligence the profession should be for ever 
his grateful debtor! Inflammation of a 
“peculiar kind!” thank you Mr. Cusack ; 

*‘jnflamme*ion is inflammation,” says Mr. 
Cusack ; ‘ rhubarb is rhubarb,” says Dr. 
Ollapod in the comedy. We therefore leave 
it to our readers to determine whether the 
Doctor or the Surgeon has added most to 
our knowledge by his definition, for we 
have not space just now to point out at 
greater length the contradictions involved 
in Mr. Cusack’s proposition, or the lament- 
able ignorauce of obstetrical science, evinced 
in the concoction of this cock-and-a-bull 


story. 


an inflammation 


(To be concluded. ) 





MEDICO-BOTANICAL SOCIETY, 
Sackville Street ; Tuesday Jan. 27. 


The Right Honourable Eart Stannors in 
the Chair. 

Severat visiters were introduced and 

presented to the Chairman, emongst whom 


| was the Spanish Ambassador. The Secre- 





tary commenced the p by 

rating gifts of books, opium, and plants, 
| made to the Society since the last meeting. 
| Thanks were voted to the donors. A letter 
was then read from Mr. Peel, stating the 
interest which his Majesty was pleased to 
take in the objects of the Society, and that, 
as a mark of that interest, he was commanded 
to present the Society with a gold chain and 
medal, to be worn by the Chairman at the 
meetings of the members. In accordance 
with his Majesty's commands, the noble 
Chairman was decorated with the royal gift. 
The thanks of the meeting were voted to 
Mr. Peel on the occasion. Their Majesties 
the King of the Netherlands and the King of 
Denmark, were elected Honorary Feilows of 
the Society. Mr. Hay, the Under Secretary 
of State, and several other gentlemen, were 
admitted as Fellows. The Earl Powis and 
Lord Mahone, were as Fellows, 
and immediately balloted for, and elected. 
Several gentlemen were proposed, and others 
balloted for, all of whom were elected but 
one, who was black-balled by a majority of 
15 to 8, 

The proceeded to read two 

papers, one on the sieerior properties of 
the equisetum sylvaticum as a diuretic, and 
the other on several plants, &c., presented 
by John —_ , jun., Esq., on the previous 
evening ; the ength and nature of which 
prevent our doing justice to them, by at- 
tempting to report Sen. During the read- 
ing of the latter paper, the attention of -ome 
of the members was engaged in other direc- 
tions, the Secretary noticing which, observed, 
that if it was not le he should read 
it, he would leave it alone: he should like 
silence. 

The Cuarrman (to the Secretary)—No, 
no ; go on. 

One of the communications seriously re- 
comme ided a medicinal preparation of which 
it treated, to the attention of the Society, 
and all Europe, on account of its name—the 
** Holy Alliance,” considering that that 
would be a guarantee for its excellence in 
any part of the world. Thanks were voted 
to the authors of the papers. 

Up to this period, considerable irregula- 
rity occurred in the proceedings. The bal- 
lotings, proposals, admissions, and introduc- 
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tions, repeatedly stopped the reading of the| Here previous notices of motions are re- 
papers, which were heard with apparently quired by the laws. Here they had peculiar 
little interest. At their conclusion, the mi-/| privileges, and could do without it. He sub- 
nutes of the meeting of Dec. 9th were read ;| mitted to the learned Doctor, whether he 
the most i t part of which appeared | bad not better take some other course ; if 
to be, that of a question which arose on the | he could show him that the proceedings of 
expulsion of Thomas Brown, Esq., one of! the late meeting had been of a hasty nature, 
the Fellows. The minutes stated, that a| he would soon evince his anxiety to retrace 
question was put to the meeting whether it| his steps; but he thought it due to the 
should be accepted or not, which being de-| council and the meeting to deny that such 
termined in the negative, it was proposed | Was the case. 

that he should be ejected in lieu thereof, and| Mr. Cauncmitt coald not refrain from 
his name be erased from the list of Fellows ;/ Saying a few words on the present ques- 
and this being carried, the name of Mr.|tion, for the eyes of the whole scientific 
Brown was erased by the Chairman accord-| World were fixed upon the proceedings 


ingly. 

Earl Stannore then rose, but whether as 
the chairman, or a fellow, we could not un- 
derstand. In moving that the minutes be 
confirmed, he thought it right to make a few 
observations. He begged the meeting to 
consider, that he was not calling on it to 
approve or sanction the proceedings of the 
meeting to which they referred. He con- 
sidered that the word confirmation did not 
involve any approval; it meant nothing 
more than this, that the minutes, as far as/ 
they reported the proceedings, were cor- | 
rect; taking it in this sense, he begged to| 
move, that the minutes of the meeting of 
December 9th be now confirmed. 

Dr. Stcmonp, with due deference to the 
noble Chairman, begged to submit, that this 
was not the light in which confirmation would | 
or ought to be taken ; for his own part, he was | 
desirous of moving that a revision of those 
proceedings should be made. Dr. Sigmond 

ed to argue, that the confirmation 
could be no other than a sanctioning of what | 
had been done at that meeting, and quoted 
the practice of the Hoases of Parliament, on 
similar occasions, in support of his opinion. 

Earl Srannore considered that it was 
very irregular to revise on one evening the 
proceedings of another. It would, for in- 








stance, be extraordinary to pass a vote of 
thanks at one meeting, and to consider at 


which had lately taken place in this society, 


and, as a first step, he should move, that 
the correspondence which had lately passed 
between Mr. Brown and the society, be 
read. This motion was not seconded, that 
not being observed throughout the evening, 
but the Chairman put the question to the 
meeting, and it was negatived by a show 
of hands. 

Mr. Cuurcnitt regretted the decision, 
and drew the attention of the meeting to 
the law on the subject of expulsion of mem- 
hers, as it appeared in page 10, of the 
printed rules. He considered that the ex- 
pulsion of Mr. Brown had been in direct 
violation of all law and decency, and, as far 
as he was concerned, he was ashamed to 
belong to a society which had been guilty 
of such proceedings. Mr. Brown was one 
of the most distinguished men of the age. 
He had become a fellow of this society, 
which was anxious to have his judgment in 
naming some plants belonging to the mu- 
seum ; they were sent to him, and because 
ue was notable to attend to them, and retura 
the plants in a moment, a letter was ad- 
dressed to him by the director -—** Please to 
send back the plants.” Mr. Brown felt 
himself, as he well might, grossly insulted, 
and he replied by sending in his resignation, 
as a fellow, with his diploma. He (Mr. C.) 
should have felt exactly the same. He did 


the next whether it should not be re-|not know Mr. Brown, they were perfect 
scinded ; it would be the same if the ex- | strangers, but he would not have his (Mr, 

ion of a meeting were of a contrary na- | C.’s) name identified with these proceedings 
ture. Ifthe proceedings which it was pro-|on any consideration, and he wished this 
posed to confirm had been hastily carried | opportunity of stating his sentiments. Mr. 
into effect, he would have been the first man | Frost had written to Mr. Brown, requesting 
for re-considering them. He most sincerely | him to re-consider his resignation, and when 
deplored the loss they had sustained, but | he looked to the names and the rank of the 
the only course now was to submit a pro-| fellows who had resigned, in consequence of 
position on the subject to one meeting, in| the disgraceful expulsion of Mr. Brown, 
the usual form, for the consideration of an-| he (Mr. C.) thought that it would have been 
other. Many of the fellows were not pre-|a far better thing for the interests of the 
pared for a Sepussien this evening, and it| society, had it acceded to Mr. Brown’s pro- 


was taking them by surprise to agitate it.| position. It was an insult to the scientific 


He said these things with great respect for | 
Dr. Sigmond, but such was his opinjon, He 
considered, also, that the reference to the 
Houses of Parliament was not in point. 


world that it had not cone so, and those gen- 
tlemen who had since resigned, by their re- 
signation, clearly declared so. The society 
had been disgraced in the opinion of every 
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scientific man, and unless it called back its 
act, he considered it must die asuicidal death. 
No of his could add to Mr. Brown’s 
reputation, and he felt that unless something 
was immediately done to wipe off the pre- 
sent stain, it would be no credit to him 
(Mr, C.) to remain in it. He threw ont 
these hints for their consideration, though 
sorry to observe that gentlemen were ready 
enough, (alluding to the rejection of the 
motion that the correspondence should be 
read,) to hold up their hands against the 
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Coven without charging him with gross 
hood, with insincerity, with a suppressio 
veri in his declarations on the subj Much 
as he (Earl Stanhope) the scien- 
tific acquirements of Mr. Brown, he must 
say, that he thought it ought always to he 
remembered, that this Society was a Medico- 
Botanical Society, and that it should be 
considered that it was not the interests of 
botany it sought to promote, but those of the 
medical profession. We are not a botani- 
cal Society ; we ought not so far to infringe 





question, which was but driving the nail | on the charter of the Lionwan Society, as to 
further in they had already struck. He|say thatweare. The promotion of botany 
considered that it would be no favour to Mr. is not the end of our researches, but merely 
Brown to rescind the expulsion, for where-|the instrument for acquiring a medical 
ever science bad planted her foot, there was | knowledge of vegetable productions, and 
the name of Mr. Brown known, and no act|I shall shortly express the import of the 
of theirs could raise or depress his fame. | Society, by saying, that its business is the 

Dr. Sicmonp said, he hoped that the | extension and improvement of the vegetable 
new council would take this question into | materia medica. Application had not been 
consideration. He thought it might votrace | made to Mr. Brown for the return of the 
the late steps, without casting any stigma on | plants for two years ; avd what was the So- 
the old council. He was convinced, indeed | ciety to do? He might have had no relish 
he knew, that many of those gentlemen for the arrangement. They could not tell 
who had resigned, would again enter the | what was the cause of this delay, and it was 
society, ifthis were done ; and he hoped en- | right, therefore, that the plants should be 
lightened feelings would allow them to/| applied for. It was not to be thought of, 
retrace. This attention .o the interests of| that afier two years bad expired, and the 
science would add doubly to their laurels. | Society asked for them, Mr. Brown should 
He had heard of the election of kings and | take fire at the application, and return his 
noblemen into the society, with pleasure ; | diploma; and he thought it was hard upon 
but he did think that one man of real|those at whose instigation that had been 
science outweighed a whole world of kings,|done, of which complaint was made, (and 








much as he respected them. The society 
could not repay the gratitude they owed to 
Mr. Brown. When those plants had been 
sent to him, he was employed upon re- 
searches, calculated to obtain for him the 
thanks of the whole world. (Hear, hear.) 
His miscroscopic inquiries at that time were 
of the most laborious and veluable nature, | 
and employed every moment of his time. | 
It was the duty of Mr. Frost to have named | 
those plants himself, or to have gone to some | 
associate to have done it, or to have waited 
the convenience of Mr. Brown; it was a 
perfect indignity to the society and to Mr. 
B. that he had not done so, and he hoped 
he might leave it in the hands of the new 
council to rescue the former from its pre- 
sent disgraceful situation. 

Earl Srannore trusted he had already 
shown the impossibility of doing what was 
proposed ; he felt the greatest respect for 
the learned Doctor, and where it was right, 
was ready to receive any suggestion for the 
consideration of the Society. In reply to! 
the statement that the late President had | 
resigned in consequence of these proceed- 
ings, he had it from authority to state, that 
this was not the case, but that it arose from 
causes totally different ; and he should say,| 
that he (the late President) could not be 
said to have abandoned the Society on these 





he avowed that he was one,) that thev 
should now be required to lay blame of any 
kind upon themselves. Mr. Brown had, of 
his own accord, ceased to belong to the So- 
ciety ; and he (Earl Stanhope) thought the 
Society was fully competent to decide on 
receiving his diploma, or ejecting him. He 
thought the thanks of the Society were due 
to the Director for what he had done ; and 
when the letters were read which bad pass- 
ed, it would be seen that he had requested 
Mr. Brown to reconsider his resignation, 
and recal it. The Director was not acces- 
sory to the result of Mr. Brown’s determi- 
nation. He wished to speak his mind on 
this subject with delicacy ; but he must say, 
that he thought the courtesy of Mr. Brown 
was never equal to his acquirements, and he 
thought that was the case now. He cer- 
tainly felt it a misfortune that Mr. Brown 
had resigned, but if he might weigh one 
thing against another, he could not but con- 
sider, that the resignation of Dr. Maton 
outweighed in its importance that of Mr. 
Brewn a thousand fold. In conclusion he 
should say, that if any specific proposition 
on the subject were submitted to them, it 
would be very well, but all else was air, and 
a waste of time. 

Mr. Cuurcaitt said he would act upon 
this suggestion, and accordingly moved, 
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that the minutes be not confirmed, and that 
the resignation of Mr. Brown be accepted ; 
he begged to throw it out asa hint to the 
Council, that they ought not to vote on the 
occasion. 

The Noble Chairman rose to put this mo- 
tion, when Mr, Churchill proposed that it} 
should be ballotted, and not put to a show | 
of hands, 


Dr. Sicmonp moved instead, that the 
question be referred to the consideration of 
the Council, with a request that they would 
re-consider the proceedings of December 9. 


Mr. Cuvnrcuttt withdrew his motion, and 
seconded that of Dr. Sigmond, leaving it * to 
the good feeling of the Council to redeem 
the character of the Society.” 


A gentleman thought it would be singular 
if the meeting separated without confirming 
the minutes of the late meeting. 


Some further conversation ensued, which 
ended by the Earl Stanhope proposing that 
the minutes should be confirmed ‘‘ as a cor- 
rect report of the proceedings, and with a 
distinct understanding that the present 
meeting did not pledge itself to an approval 
of the late proceedings, and no opinion be 
expressed as to Mr, Brown.” 

A gentleman thought that that kind of 
form or order ought to be observed which 
was usual in recording minutes. 


Earl Srannorer considered that nothing 
better could be done thau what he had pro- 
posed, and again explained his opinion of the 
word confirmation, The motion was accord- 
ingly put, and no hands being held up against 
it, the Chairman said, “ it seems to me 
unanimously adopted.” 


Mr. Frost, the Director, rose and called 
the attention of the meeting to the speci- 
mens of the plants, &c , which laid on the 
table, aud with a large leaf in one hand, and 
a flower in the other, dwelt at some length 
on the promotion of medical botany, and in 
the course of his remarks threw out, as he 
said, some hints to the representative of the 
King of Spain, and the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, and stated that the Society 
was promised a valuable donation of plants 
from the garden of Madrid. 


A form, on the appointment of Vice-Pre- 
sidents to the Institution, was read, and the 
meeting was adjourned to February the 10th. 





Lercnes.—In a foreign journal, another 
case is recorded, in which some leeches, | 
which were employed first on a syphilitic | 
patient, and afterwards on an infant, com- | 
municated the disease to the latter. | 


MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY. 
January 27, 1829. 


Mr. Travers, President, in the Chair, 


Tue minutes of the last Meeting were read. 


ANEURISM BY ANASTOMOSIS IN THE FORE- 
HEAD, SUCCESSFULLY TREATED BY THE 
APPLICATION OF LIGATURES. 


Tue Secretary read a paper communicated to 
the Society by Mr. Brodie, on the successful 
treatment of aneurism by anastomosis, by the 
application of ligatures. There were on | 
three cases of this description on record, 
and Mr. Brodie was anxious that the pre- 
sent might be the fourth. Treatment of this 
kind had been first noticed by Mr. Johu 
Bell. 

A young lady received a severe blow on 
the forehead, in consequence of having run 
against a bed-post. Shortly afterwards a 
tumour, of about the size of a pea, was re- 
marked on the forehead, which remained 
stationary as to size for many years. In the 
year 1821 it had considerably increased. and 
a surgeon of eminence in London was called 
in, who attempted to cure the disease by 
pressure. Compresses were applied to the 
parts secured by tight bandages round the 
head. So far from this treatment being of 
any service, as soon as the bandages were 
removed, the tumour was observed to grow 
much quicker than before. Nothing further 
was done till 1824, when another attempt 
was made to eradicate the disease by pres- 
sure, but with the same effect. In 18¥6 
the vessels were tied leading to the tumour; 
some relief from pain was afforded, which 
was of short duration. In 1827 the tumour 
was very large ; the painful sensations were 
attended with excessive weight over the 
eyes, and great depression. The patient 
remained in this state, the tumour going on* 
swelling rapidly, till September, 1828, The 
tumour was now bigger than a large walnut, 
it was situated on the right side of the fore- 
head. When the fingers were applied to it, 
it appeared like a mass of flesh, the skin co- 
vering it being thin, When the scalp was 
shaved, large and tortuous arteries were 
seen at considerable distances, passing into 
the temple. On pressure being made on 
the temporal arteries, the pulsation of the 


} tumour was a little diminished. The suf- 


ferings of the patient were at this period 
such, that she was willing to submit to any 
lan that might be adopted to effect relief. 
t appeared to Dr. Robertson and Mr. 
Brodie, that no attempt to obliterate the 
arteries by means of caustic, would be at- 
tended with advantage. ‘Io accomplish the 
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removal by means of the knife, might be ac- 
companied with hemorrhage, and the cau- 
tery could not be attended with success. 
Mr. Brodie then suggested, and in that sug- 
gestion Dr. Robertson agreed, that an at- 
tempt should be made to extirpate the dis- 
ease by ligature. There seemed to be no 
more effectuul or safer method of proceed- 
ing left. A further consultation having 
been held with other medical gentlemen, 
and all of them agreeing in the propriety of 
the step, Mr. Brodie perfo the opera- 
tion on Monday the 15th of September. A 
strong double silk ligature having been pass- 
ed througli the base of the tumour, it was 
firmly tied at right angles. ‘The swelling 
et first assumed a purple colour: great 
pain was occasioned. In the evening, the 
pulse being exceedingly strong, and the pain 
very severe, some bl was taken from 
the atm. On the 17th, venesection was 
again had recourse to. On the 18th, all 
the arteries entering the tumour not hav- 
ing ceased to pulsate, it was concluded 
that the strangulation was not complete. 
Mr. Brodie then armed one of the needles 
with a strong double ligature, which was 
applied in the same direction that the other 
ligatures had passed. On the 22d, the 


slough had begun to separate at its edges. 
On the 26th the slough came away. 
course of a few days the ulcer h 


In the 
begun to 
have a good appearance. Nitric acid was 
applied; the sore continued to heal, the 
pulgation in the arteries to diminish, and at 
presect there was no more pulsation than 
usual, 

Mr. Luorp had had an opportunity of 
seeing a case of anastomosis under the care 
of Mr. Hodgson, which was situated in the 
ring-finger. He believed, in one of the 
cases published by Mr. Lawrence, the dis- 
ease had returned in such a degree, that the 
cieatrix was elevated nearly balf an inch. 
Mr. Lawrence had endeavoured to destroy 
the disease by caustic, but without effect. 
The ligature was then applied, and he be- 
lieved the return of the disease was to be 
ascribed to the ligature not having been 
properly applied. 

The Paestpent thought the present a 
most interesting and valuable communica. 
tion, and trusted it would call forth a lively 
discussion. 

Mr. Hurecntson thought it was desira- 
ble that something specific should be known 
as to its diagnosis. Whether she strong pul- 
sation of the arteries was to be considered 
in that view. He had seen many of these 
cases, and did not remember to have ob- 
served the arteries more tortuous than ordi- 
nary. 

& Mr. Arworr had seen two cases, in 
which the arteries had been tied, and failed. 
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One came into the Middlesex fH , 
where the carotid artery had been tied; in 
the other, the temporal artery; and then 
the carotid had been tied, but without 
effect. In its character, it bore great re- 
semblance to the disease now under dis- 
cussion, and he had no doabt if the ligature 
had been applied properly, it would have 
been successful. The case alluded to by 
ee, Lioyd, he believed, was that of a 
child. 

Mr. Luoyp observed it was. 

Mr. Arwnorr said, he believed in that 
case he saw the operation, and certainly 
there was a small part not included, but 
afterwards she tumour was completely re- 
moved. 

The Prestpent recollected, in a conver- 
sation before the Society some time ago, a 
gentleman stating that only half the tumour 
was included in the ligature, the other half 
died, and the effect was as complete as 
could be. He believed the case Mr. Arnott 
referred to, terminated fatally. 

Mr. Arnorrt observed it had, but death 
occurred in consequence of the jugular vein 
having been inflamed. There was another 
very excellent case, which had been related 
in the Glasgow Journal, where the artery 
was tied, but without effect. 

Mr. Horcutson doubted whether Mr. 
John Bell was the first to notice the disease. 
He believed a Mr. Allison, of Liverpool, 
was entitled to that credit, There was 
great analogy between this disease, and 
that of nevus maternus; there was one cir- 
cumstance, however, with respect to nevus, 
which he might mention; children were 
often born with these marks upon their 
necks, and other parts, and as they grew up 
they disappeared. 

The Presipewt remembered a case in 
which Mr. John Cunvingham Saunders 
qu at Guy's Hospital. The mode 

pted was excision, and the man Jost 
great deal of blood. If the use of the 
needle had been then known, this might 
have been avoided. He had seen many 
cases approaching to nmvi, but compared 
with this, they were comparatively unim- 
portant. 

Mr. Lioyp observed that the most sin- 
gular case of this description of disease 
had taken place iu the practice of Mr. 
Langstaff. It occurred in the leg of a 
child. The preparation was in his museum, 
and might be seen by any of the members 
who thought it worth their while to view 
it. The tumour was supplied by the prin- 
cipal arteries of the leg, and the diseased 
structure was so situated, as to render the 
use of the ligature impossible. 

The Presipent inquired if it was con- 
genital ? 

Mr. Lroyp observed, it was. 
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The Parstvenr said, the principle of 
treatment in this case appeared to him to 
be, the dissolution of the seat of the disease. 
The tying of the front of the tumour was a 
very ineffectual mode of treatment. There 
was something in the arterial circulation, 
which was so completely anastomotic, as to 
avoid dy direct on the principal 
channels. The case in which the radial, 
ulnar, and brachial arteries were tied, occurred 
some time since, the bleeding still continued, 
and it was only got the better of by cutting 
down upon the part, and destroying it with 
caustic. 

A Memper wished to know if the actual 
cautery was employed ? 

The Presipentr observed, it was, 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


Monday, January 26, 1829. 


Ow our entering the room, we found the 
members véry busily employed in discuss- 
ing the proceedings of last week, and the 

neral impression appeared to be, that Mr. 

bert had been very unfairly dealt with. 


Dr. WittiaMs in the Chair. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were 
read. 
Mr. Lroyp and Mr. Peance made a few 
observations on their inaccuracy. 

Dr. Burex, in reference to the minutes of 
the last Meeting, recollected perfectly what 
he had stated with respect to the ergot of 
tye, and it was his wish that it should be 
generally understood. The great argument 
he had against the efficacy of the ergot, was 
simply this :—Every individual practitioner 
who hed spoken of the propriety of using 
it, claimed to himself the efficacy of its ac- 
tion, in reference to the form in which he 
had administered it; some in the form of 
tincture, others in that of powder; if the 
virtue rested in the powder, then it was clear 
those who had given the tincture had been 
deceived. He only mentioned this, because 
he observed the Registra: had taken no no- 
tice of it. 

Mr. Water, in answer to what Dr. 
Blick hac stated, observed, that he bad 
used the ergot in all the three forms, pow- 
der, infusion, and decoction, and he was well 
satisfied he had witnessed beneficial effects 
resulting from all. With regard to the in- 
fusion and the powder, he could speak posi- 
tively ; but with respect to the decoction, 
having used it only once, he could not, Still, 
however, he thought it might be relied upon 
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in bringing on the action of the uterus. He 
was Dow constantly employing it in powder, 
first, because it was more handy; it might 
be used upon the spur of the moment; se- 
condly, that as the ergot was a dear re- 
medy, it was of consequence to make use 
of it in that form, the smaller quantity 
of which produced the most effect. The 
powder, in doses of half a drachm, repeated, 
if necessary, at the expiration of a quarter 
an hour, was, in general, sufficient to pro- 
duce the full effect of the remedy. Mr. 
Waller also wished to ask the members of 
the Society whether they had ever met with 
a particular tumour, situated in the neck of 
newly-born infants, which was of a stony 
hardness, not very large in size, and which 
usually disappeared at the expiration of a 
few months, from six to ten. He was not 
aware that it had ever been noticed by 
authors ; but it was described by Sir Astle 
Cooper in the out-patient room of Guy's 
Hospital, as being produced by a rupture of 
the fibres of the sterno.cleido-mastoideus mus- 
cle. During the passage of the head of the 
child in the two cases he had witnessed, the 
presentations were unnatural, one being the 
breech, the other the foot, and, consequent- 
ly, during the passage of the head of the 
child, a little more than the usual stretch 
was made upon the neck. 

The Cuataman inquired, whether the 
case referred to by Mr. Waller, had occurred 
in his own practice. He also wished to 
know whether any thing like force had been 
used, the ease being preternatural. 

Mr. Water did not mean to say, that 
no force had been used, but not so much as 
was usually required in those cases, because 
the first was an exceedingly small child, and 
the other was a case of twins. 

A Memeuer inquired, at what period the 
absorption of the two tumours took place. 

Mr. Water observed, the first was in 
about six months; the latter was, if he 
might use the expression, now going on, 

Mr. Cattaway said, he had seen three 
cases like the one now under discussion. 
Not practising midwifery, of course it could 
not be expected he could speak with accu- 
racy of the mode in which the tumours were 
produced. In one of the cases, the child 
was about five months old; in the other two 
they were about ten weeks. In the latter 
cases, the tumours were much less than the 
first ; but it appeared, as described by Mr, 
Waller, as if the fibres had been torn 
through. In those instances the absorption 
was very gradual. The only inconvenience 
that appeared to be produced, was au incae 
pability of having the head moved to the op- 
posite side without pain. He had never 
seen the disease described by any author 
Upon inquiring of Dr. Blundell, he bad been 
informed by him, that he had seea such 
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cases, and believed they arose from some | 
injury which the child had sustained in pass- | 
ing. 

Mr. Waxter said, in the two cases that 
occurred to him, the swellings were each 
about the size of a walnut, and as hard as e| 
fint. In the first instance, the child was 
so small, you might almost put it, to use an | 
old woman’s phrase, into a pint pot; the 
outlet of the pelvis was very large. In the 
other case there were twins ; the pelvis was 
well formed, and, therefore, little extract- 
ing power was used. 

Dr. Ramanoe, thinking that Mr. Salmon 
would have been at the Society this evening, 
had bronght several specimens of diseased 
rectum, which he begged the Society to in- 
spect. One was the rectum ofa patient who 
had died of apoplexy, another of dilated rec- 
tum, and one where stricture had been sup- 

ed to exist, but which was found not to 
the case. 

A conversation here ensued between Dr. 
Ramapceand Mr. Luoyp, as to the coinci- 
dence of phthisis pulmonalis and disease of 
the rectum ; the latter gentleman contend- 
ing, that coincidence was frequent, and the 
former taking a contrary position. 

Mr, Suxarty believed, that fistula in ano 
more frequently derived its origin from dis- 
eased liver than diseased lungs. 

Mr. Cattaway could not consider the 
diseases were necessarily concomitant. Fis- 
tula in ano was not local, but, he thought, 
always combined with some organic dis- 





ease. The use of the ligature had been too 
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woman eighteen years of age. There was 
polypus, of considerable size, in the right 


| auricle, and the left ventricle was materially 
from 


enlarged. The patient had d 

infancy ; when Dr. Ryan saw her, she was 
labouring under inflammation of the bowels, 
which caused her death in eight hours. 
The patient was pale, and there was no dis- 
colouration of the skin. Leeches were 
ordered to be applied to the chest. The 
respiration was difficult; the pulse was 
much stronger than general in the last stage 
of enteritis. The lungs on the left side 
being cut into, a small quantity of pus 
escaped. 

Mr, Cattaway wished to know if there 
Was any syncope. 

Dr. Ryan observed there was not. The 
only information that could be got from the 
parents was, that the patient had had dif- 
ficulty of breathing from bixth. 

Dr. Ramapce had seen several cases of 
this nature, and considered polypus of the 
heart a disease of frequent occurrence. He 
did not consider the present a good speci- 
men of polypus. 

Dr. Ryan had not introduced it to the 
notice of the Society as a good specimen of 
polypus, but for the purpose of showing the 
cause of the dyspnea. 

Mr. Lioyp was rather doubtful as to the 
alleged polypus being organised. 

Mr. Cattaway felt surprised that his 
friend Dr. Ramadge should have stated that 
polypus of the heart was frequent. He had 
always thought it of very rare occurrence, 


much neglected. It was true that, in some | and believed he was borne out in that by 
cases, the use of the knife might be desira-| what had been stated by Dr. Baillie. He 
ble, particularly where you could pass your | had never seen more than two or three well- 


bistoury to the seat of the disease. Several } 
empirics of the day had cured the disease | 
by the use of the silver-wire ligature. 

Mr. Sugarty recollected a friend of his, | 
a timid lady, affected with fistula in ano, who 
did not like to submit to the operation : she | 
placed herself under an empiric of the name | 
of Van Butchell, and he (Mr. Shearly) cer- 
tainly considered the means he adopted in 
using the ligature, as extremely horrifying ; 
it was the cause of the most excruciating 
pain. How far this treatment would be use- 
ful, where fistula in ano was seated high up, 
would be matter of further consideration. 

Mr. Lioyp remarked, that he had not 
witnessed the pain described by Mr, 
Shearly, where the opening of the fistula 
was situated near the anus; but that if it 
was applied where the opening was situ- 
ated at a distance from the anus, that then 
the pain might be very great. 

After a few further observations from 
Mr. Lloyd and Dr. Ramadge, the subject 
dropped. 

Dr. Ryan begged to exhibit to the So- 





ciety a diseased heart, taken from a young 


marked organised polypi. 
Dr. Ramance did not say he had often 


(seen well-marked organised polypi, but 


that he had seen a great many cases of po- 
lypi. 
"Dr. Ryan did not know what the disease 
could be, unless it was polypus, Many gen- 
tlemen had seen it, and were well satisfied 
of its beimg so. 

Dr. Ramapvce produced two excrescences 
taken from the hands and great tee of a 
gouty subject. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Saturday, January 24, 1829. 


Mr. Arworrt in the Chair 


Tue Minutes of the last meeting were 
read, 
PNEUMO THORAX. 
The Presipent said it was the intention 
of a member to have related to the Society 
this evening, an interesting case of pneumo 





PNEUMO THORAX. 


thorar he had met with, but, in consequence 
of not being able to attend at the commence- 
ment of the meeting, he had committed the 
facts to writing, which would be read to the 
Society. The case was one of a most in- 
teresting nature, and had been seen both 
before and after death, by perhaps more 
medical gentlemen than had ever attended 
such acase. It had been rendered more in- 
teresting, in consequence of the object of 
it having been a medical gentleman. 

Mr. Cornish, a surgeon, residing at Mil- 
ner Place, was affected with pneumo thorar 
in November and December last. The 
cause of the disease was ascribed to over 
exertion on the part of Mr. Cornish, one 
evening when called up to attend a patient. 
The night was extremely cold and foggy, 
and Mr. Cornish, in his anxiety to see his 
patient as soon as possible, had run for a 
considerable distance. The next day diffi- 
culty of breathing came on, which he neg- 
lected to notice for many days, but followed 
his usual avocations. On the 15th or 16th of 


November, he was seen by Mr. Cocke, an | 
eminent practitioner residing in bridge | 
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medical friend to act with him ; Mr. Law- 
rence was chosen. He attended ; found the 
patient breathing with the utmost labour ; 
pulse 140; skin cool ; had had no sleep for 
many nights. On laying bare the chest, 
the action was observed to be very strong, 
the tinkling was very much like the sound 
of a musical snuff-box. The respiration 
was loud in the right lung. On consulta- 
tion, it was the opinion not only of Mr. 
Lawrence, but of Mr. Guthrie, and several 
others, that the patient was so near death, 
as to render the operation totally unne- 
cessary. The attending physician avowed 
that he felt satisfied of the existence of 
pneumo thorax. Under more favourable 
circumstances, an operation might have 
been warrantable, as the only means of saving 
the patient. An anodyne was given, and 
the medical gentlemen separated. The pa- 
tient expressed great disappointment that 
an operation had not been performed, ‘The 
author afterwards accidentally met several 
other of his medical brethren, whom he re- 
quested to see the patient; and it was ulti- 
mately agreed, that the operation of para- 


Street, who considered sanguineous deple | centesis should be performed. An incision 
tion necessary. On the 20th of December, | 
Mr. Cooke thought it necessary to call in 
the author of the communication, who found 
the patient lying on a sofa, and breathing 
with great difficulty. ‘The pulse was hard, 


the cheek much flushed, great pain was felt 
in the centre of the chest, and the patient 
could only lie on the right side. ‘The muscles 
of respiration were in violent action, there 
was no visible difference in the sides of the 
chest. On applying the stethescope to the 
left side, littie or no respiration could be 
heard, but on the right it was extremely 
loud. The heart was felt beating rather to 
the right and middle of the sternum. The 
author considered the symptoms altogether 
as extremely uafavourable, and advised Mr. 
Cooke to take more blood from the patient, 
ordering digitalis to be given in powerful 
doses. On examining the chest the next 
day, the sound was more sonorous than 
before; the pulsation of the heart was 
more to the right, and the metallic tink- 
ling was now distinctly audible. He had 
then no doubt of the existence of pneu- 
mo thorax, Every means were used to 
bring on expectoration, but without avail ; 
the difficulty of breathing increased. On 
the 29th of December, the patient almost 
expired from suffocation. Dr, Walshman, 
and several other medical gentlemen of 
eminence, were then called in, the nature 
of the disease was explained to the patient, 
and he was informed there was no chance of 
relief, except from an operation, The pa- 
tient, however, at this time, it was thought, 
was not rife for such a step. The physi- 
cian recommended the patient to name some 





was made into the thorax, along the upper 
edge of the fourth rib, Immediately a gush 
of air came out, almost sufficient to ex~ 
tinguish several candles, The patient ex- 
pressed the greatest satisfaction. No 
water th‘n came from the wound. The 
relief continued for some hours, but ulti- 
mately the difficulty of breathing returned. 
On the 3ist of December, Mr. Guthrie, 
Mr. Cooke, and several other medical cen- 
tlemen, visited the patient, and found him 
labouring under considerable dyspnea ; the 
pulse had fallen to 120. On the next day, 
the medical gentlemen were agreeably sur- 
prised to find the patient had had several 
hours of comfortable sleep, and that his 
breathing was easier. He had got out of 
bed without assistance. Mr. Lawrence also 
saw him, and found him considerably re- 
lieved. A canula was passed in at the 
wound, and when the finger was removed, 
air, in a strong stream, escaped through the 
aperture, It was concluded that this phe- 
nomenon clearly indicated that there was 
considerable excavation between the bronchi, 
and the cavity of the pleura, less hope was 
therefore entertained for the recovery of 
the patient. On the ¢d of January he 
expired. 

Mr. Cornish being of the Hebrew per- 
suasion, there was some difficulty as to the 
allowance of an examination after death ; 
this, however, was ultimately acceded to. 
Dr. Walsham, Dr. Hodgkin, Mr. Guthrie, 
and many others, were present. On raising 
the sternum, the heart was found rather to 
the right of the median line; the left lung 
was collapsed ; about eighteen ounces of 





bi4 PNEUMO THORAX. 
serum were found in each pleural cavity. The | was so i small, that it could 
i ; it was not larger than 


aperture in ba" was fistulous, and of | scarcely be de 
many weeks i Syserses wy meme Y would allow of the admission of a barley- 
adhesions, but was not materially di ;/corn. Dr. Hodgkin had expressed it as his 
the right was very much so, ‘The adhesions | opinion, that there had been the contents of 
of the left lung, however, wefe considered | a small quantity of tubercles evacuated from 
of many years’ standing. It wasa very in- | this spot, through a smal! bronchial tube, 
teresting question, to consider at what and that this might have been effected by 
period the pneumo thorax commenced. | the patient, by common coughing. There 
+ Coraish himself had dated its com-|was nothing between the end of the bron- 
mencement {rom the period at which he had chial tube and the cavity of the pleura. He 
been called up in the night, and had run| (the author) supposed the membrane had 


hard. There could be no doubt entertained 
of the rupture of the pleura taking place on 
that evening. There were no means of 
ascertaining the existence of ppeumo thorax, 
except by oscultation and percussion ; and 
when those nieans were resorted to, no 
doubt could be entertained of the existence 
of pneumothorax. The author thought if 
the operation had been performed early, the 
lite of the patient might have been spared. 

Dr. Granvitce regretted that the author 
should have sanctioned the perpetuation of 
a mistaken nomenclature phed to this 
important disease. it was attempted to 
be described under an erroneous name ; 
he thought the more proper epithet would 
be pneumatosis thoracis. He, however, con- 
sidered, that the thanks of the Society 
were due in an eminent degree to the 
author for the pains he had taken in 
bringing the case to the notice of the So- 
ciety in the elaborate manner he had done. 
Few cases had been watched aad recorded 
with more accuracy. He entirely concurred 
in the manner in which the stethoscope had 
been applied ; but did not quite concede to 
the observation, that the cure might have 
been effected, if the operation had been per- 
formed earlier. He lamented that cases of 
this description were suffered to pass with- 
out endeavouring to ascertain the nature of 
the air thatescaped. ‘There was no doubt, 
in the present iustance, atmospheric air was 
what would have been found. 





Mr. Taompsow wished to know the exact 


given way in the action of running, which 

had been described ; that air had become 

extravasated into the pleura, and that in- 

flammation of it took place. There was no- 

thing but oscultation and percussion to guide 
om. 


Mr. Tuompson observed, that he thought 
it was necessary to have still further expla- 
nation. It had been stated, that the posi- 
tion of the heart had been altered. It ap- 
peared to him, that the cause of death in 
either way of looking at it, was different 
from that which was stated. He had no 
doubt, that when the operation was per- 
formed, the heart returning to its original 
position was the cause of the relief being 
given. It would remain with him a matter 
of doubt, whether an operation under such 
circumstances would be proper, because it 
would afford only temporary relief. It ap- 
peared highly probable, that in this case 
there was a secretion of air, and no escape 
from the bronchial tubes. 


The Author was surprised that Mr. Thomp- 
son should have overlooked that which had 


| been stated in the paper. 


A sort of catechisiog discussion here took 

lace, with respect to the origin of the air, 

tween Mr, Thompson and several other 
members. 

Dr. Gaecory was sorry that the valuable 
time of the Society should be occupied in 
discussing the origin of the air; there could 
be no doubt, as he conceived, upon the sub- 


size of the fistulous orifice which bad been | ject. He thought matters of much greater 


described; he understood it was a very|importance might be discussed. 


The first 


smali one. It would be also right to know | point on whieh he wished information was, 
whether it passed through the cellular ussue | as to the frequency of the disease ; second- 
that united the lungs together, or through ||y, as to its diagnosis ; and, lastly, its 
the luugs themsclves, treatment. He confessed, that until the 

The Author of the paper baving arrived, | explanation given in the paper, he knew 
felt obliged to Dr. Granville for the compli- | very little of the disease, but thought too 
ments he had paid him, with respect to his! much stress was placed upon the use of the 
having adopted a wrong name as applicable stethoscope. For his own part, after what had 
to the diseuse. He confessed he had not} been said, he believed be should be able to 
taken much trouble to ascertain its pro-| discover the existence of the disease as well, 
priety. It was the name generally adopted, | if not better, without the use of it. The 
avd he considered himseif not answerable | alteration of the position of the heart was 
in having used it. If he had instituted a} the main feature of the case. He was at a 
new name, he had no doubt he should have | loss to know why, instead of using the knife, 
beea considered as carrying the subject fur-/a@ small puncture with a trocar might not 
ther than necessary. ‘The size of the orifice| have been made ia the thorax, why, 





FRACTURE OF THE ILIUM. 


under any circumstances, there was danger | 
io turing. 

Avrsor was ashamed to say so much, 
but considered himself called upon, in con- 
sequence of Dr. Gregory having doubted | 
the necessity of using the stethoscope in the, 
diaguosis of this complaint, His triend, he | 
was sure, bad not heard the whole paper) 


nine never could have been given, but only 
a mixture of bark— 

Mr. Norru must again interrupt Dr, 
Granville, and trusted the Chairman would 
not suffer any thing further to pass upon 
this subject. And thus the matter ended. 


The Cnarrmay read a petition to the 


read, or he would never have thrown out House of Lords and Commons from the So- 
such a doubt. If oscultation were not prac- ciety, praying the legislature would take 
tised, there was but one other resource left, into its consideration some mode of facilitat- 
namely, percussion, In this case there was| ing the procuring of bodies for dissection ; 
not any difference of sound in striking the | and suggesting the ing of a law to ena- 


two sides of the chest, and it was only by| ble the governors of workhouses, and other 
the use of the stethoscope that any difference | institutions, to dispose of the bodies of per- 


had been ascertained, 

After a little further discussion, which | 
was entirely uuinteresting, the subject was | 
dropped. 


Dr. Granvitce said, as there was now a/| 
few minutes to spare, before the usual time 
of breaking up the Society, he wished to 
occupy it by reading a letter which he had 
received from a /ady in the country, which | 
related to that part of the profession which | 
a certain Journal, that had been rather noisy | 
of late, had taken under its protection. The 
gentleman to whom the letter related, and 
he should avoid using names, was proved to 
be a contributor to thet work. It would show, 
that @ person living vot a huadred miles 
from London, whose name had appeared 
once or twice in the columus of the Journal 
as the writer of cases— 

The Presipext (interrupting) doubted 
whether he should be acting rightly in al- 
lowing the letter to be read ; he was afraid 
it might be converted into a sort of private 
feeling which it would be desirable to avoid. 

Dr. Granvitte could assure the Chair- 
man, that it was not intended to reflect upon 
either the Journal or the individual, but it 
was merely to show— 

The Presipenrt observed, he should trust 
entirely to the good sense of Dr. Granville. 

Dr. Graxvitte observed, the Chairman 
might depend upon him. The subject re- 
lated to the making up of a certaia prescrip- 
tion, explaining to the patient why certain 
prescriptions could not be made up. The 
letter ran thus:—‘* I go on taking your 
quinine medicine as ordered; I have only 
had it right since Christmas, when,” &c, 

Mr, Norru felt himself bound to call Dr. 
Granville to order; he did not think the 
purposes of this Society were to show the 
blunders of any general practitioner. (Hear, 
hear.) 

Dr. Granvitre was glad to say the let- 
ter did not apply to aay iault of the practi- 
tioner, but as to a mistake which it was 
wished to throw upon the physician. The 
truth was, that the medicine was not pro- 





perly made up ; it was considered that qui- 


sons dying there, who should not be claimed 
within a reasonable period. The petition 
wold remain for several succeeding nights, 
for the signatures of such of the members as 


felt disposed to support it. 
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Micuant Graeme, aged 31, a stout well- 
formed man, came in on the 29th of Novem- 
ber, having fallen from a scaffold fifty feet 
high. He des not recollect the posture in 
which he fell. When brought in, he was 
found in the following state: lying on his 
back with the anterior superior spines of 
the ilie in a line ; the right leg bulf an inch 
shorter than the left, and slightly everted ; 
a flattening in the situation of the trochanter 
major, which was less prominent by an inch 
than that of the opposite side; the distance 
between the anterior spine of the ilium, and 
the trochanter, half an inch less than on the 
sound side ; the glutei rather tumefied. The 
adductors and pectinalis swollen and tense ; 
the knees could not be completely approxi- 
mated. The thigh could be bent on the 
pelvis toa right angle, with very little pain, 
aud no crepitus ; but the patient had scarcely 
any power over the limb. It could be ex- 
tended to an equal length with the opposite 
leg, but was immediately retracted; rota- 
tion inwards caused considerable pain, 
When the finger pressed on the tuber ischii, 
it yielded to the touch; and a crepitus, with 
considerable pain in the part, and on the ine 
side of the knee, was produced. Pressure 
on the anterior superior spine of the ilium 
evinced a crepitus, and occasioned acute 
pain in the joint. The pelvic viscera were 
unaffected. The patient was an Irishman, 
obstreperous in his complaints, and very 
much impeded by his cries and struggles, 
the diagnostic examination. Mr. White, who 
conducted the inspection, pronounced it to 
be a fracture of body, and ascending 
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ramus of the ischium, extending through the 
lower part of the acetabulum, allowing 
partial dislocation ; a scale of the ilium was 
detached, as far downward as the aceta- 
bulum ; the fracture penetrating the sock- 
ets considerable tumefaction of the hip 
and thigh occurred, which was removed by 
the constant use of fomentations ; during the 
period the limb was kept in a proper posi- 
tion, with the assistance of bran pillows, 
the total absence of febrile action was re- 
markable. 

Dec. 10, The swelling having subsided, 
Mr. White applied two splints to-day, an 
external long one reaching from above the 
crista ilii to the malleolus, and gnother to 
correspond on the inner side of the limb, 
which was kept in its due position by 
oblong bran bolsters. 

Jan. 10. The splints are removed, and the 
limb is unconfined, rave by the bran pillows; 
it is three-fourths of an inch shorter than 





its fellow ; the distance between the ante- | 
rior superior spine of the ilium, and the) 
upper edge of the patella is about an inch | 
less; and between the first named point, | 
and the trochanter major, perhaps half an | 
inch less than in the corresponding limb. | 
The portions of ischium have united un- 
evenly, and a spiculum of bone seems to pro- 
ject from the dorsum ilii, under the anterior 
part of the gluteus medius. The foot is 
everted about twenty degrees. The man 
has very little voluntary motion ; ; the thigh 
may be passively flexed on the pelvis to 
nearly a right angle, but cannot be rotated 
either inwards or outw 
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[Concluded] 


TO THE READERS OF THE LANCET 


TO THE READERS OF THE LANCET. 

Many complaints having reached us rela- 
tive to the irregular delivery of this work, 
we can only say, that if orders be transmit- 
ted to our office they shall be immediately 
placed in the bands of Newsmen for whose 
dispatch and punctuality we pledge our- 
selves. Tas Lancer may be in the pos- 
session of every Practitioner, within the 
Two-penny Post District, by rrcmt o’cLock 
on SATURDAY MORNING. 

ERRATUM. 

The clinical remarks attributed to Mr. 

Guthrie, at p. 542 of oar last Number, were 


delivered by Sir A. Carlisle ; professor having 
been printed in mistake for ‘president. 
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